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Process History

Since 1961, the process for taking positions of social witness has changed several times. For
the period 1961-1986, the Association had General and Business Resolut ions. General
Resolutions became policy after a two-year process that included congregational review. The
bulk of positions in this collection are General Resolutions. You will also find some Business
Resolutions, for the business of the Association is inseparable from its social mission.

From Resolutions of Immediate Witness to Actions of Immediate Witness

In 1987, the Resolution of Immediate Witness (RIW) made its debut. Ten years later, in 1997,
RIWs became AIWs—for Action of Immediate Witness, though the process remained essentially
the same.

Actions of Immediate Witness are proposed and voted on at the same General Assembly. As
the name suggests, they deal with issues that are particularly time-sensitive. Since they are not
subject to congregational review, they are not considered policy of the Association—just the
viewpoint of the General Assembly itself. They must be passed by a two-thirds vote.

From General Resolutions to Statements of Conscience

Delegates at the 1996 General Assembly in Indianapolis, IN, approved changes in the process
through which the UUA studies and takes positions on social justice issues. The Association
adopted its last General Resolution in 1997.

The UUA now takes social witness positions by passing a Statement of Conscience (SOC).
The SOC process initially took three years. In 2006, delegates at General Assembly in St.
Louis, MO, approved changes that expanded the process from two years to four. For a detailed
explanation, see the Unitarian Universalists Speak Out! for Social Justice, at
www.uua.org/csw/speakout.html.

From Commission on General Resolutions to Commission on Social Witness (CSW)

The 1984 General Assembly in Columbus, Ohio established the Commission on General
Resolutions. The 1996 General Assembly in Indianapolis, Indiana changed the name to the
Commission on Social Witness and approved other new terminology and procedures.

For more information on the Commission on Social Witness and the current process for
proposing and adopting statements, see www.uua.org/socialjustice, email
socialwitness@uua.org, or call (617) 948-4656.
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AGING
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CONCERN FOR OLDER ADULTS — 1966 (GEN)

RESOLVED: That this Assembly recognize the acknowledgment of the Unitarian Universalist Association
Board of the responsibility of the church for the well-being of older adults, and that it commend the Board
for its appointment of a Committee on Aging; for providing the Committee with some part-time staff
assistance (in cooperation with the Women’s Federation); for publishing the pamphlet “Living All Our
Years”; and for encouraging the development of the Jefferson Center and other projects for the elderly;
and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That we urge the Unitarian Universalist Association to become increasingly
aware of the problems and potentials of older adults within both the church and the community; and to
become actively involved, both in meeting problems and developing potentials of older adults; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association increase its efforts to stimulate and
assist societies and districts in carrying out meaningful programs for older adults.

SENIOR CITIZENS’ CHARTER — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, today’s society appears to worship youth and neglect the talent and problems of its elderly
citizens;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms
the Senior Citizens’ Charter set forth at the White House Conference on Aging:

1. The right to be useful;
2. The right to obtain employment based on merit;
3. The right to freedom from want in old age;
4. The right to a fair share of the community’s recreational, educational, and medical resources;
5. The right to obtain decent housing;
6. The right to the moral and financial support of one’s family consistent with the best interests of

the family;
7. The right to live independently as one chooses;
8. The right to live and die with dignity; and
9. The right to access to all knowledge as available on how to improve the later years of life.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY URGES: Societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association and individual
members of those societies to support legislation and initiate programs at all levels to assure these rights.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly strongly urge that the Board of Trustees re-
establish the Committee on Aging to be charged with the specific responsibility of recommending an on-
going program of education, information, and counseling supports to the member societies of the UUA,
and to encourage the establishment of new models for dignified lifestyles in advanced years which retain
and enhance a human reserve of valuable resources which are shamefully squandered in our present
callous lack of concern; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That with the consent of the Office for Development and Fund Raising the
Committee on Aging will be responsible for the financing of the first year’s expense of operation.
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OLDER WOMEN — 1976 (BUS)

WHEREAS, women in the middle years and older are confronted by the double discrimination of ageism
and sexism, and feel the negative effects of age discrimination at an earlier age than men, so there is a
double standard of aging in our society; and

WHEREAS, women live longer than men, and women greatly outnumber men in later years (1,000 elderly
women to 724 elderly men) and the outlook is for a continuing widening of this discrepancy; and

WHEREAS, the number of older females living in poverty is markedly greater than that of men; and

WHEREAS, there are many single older women, including those who after many years of unpaid service
as homemakers and mothers are now forced to support themselves because of the death of a spouse,
divorce, or other economic necessity and are not eligible for health, retirement, and unemployment
benefits;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the UUA:

1. Endorse state, provincial and federal legislation for displaced homemakers to establish multi-
purpose service programs that will provide necessary training, counseling, and services for dis-
placed homemakers so that they may enjoy the independence and economic security vital to a
productive life;

2. Go on record as urging that women in middle years and older be included in existing job
training programs available on the local level; i.e., the federal Comprehensive Employment and
Training Act (CETA) in the USA and parallel programs in Canada;

3. Recognize that many older women have invested years of (non-paid) labor in marriage, with
expectations of social and economic security in their futures, and the necessity to protect their
interests as divorce laws and customs change;

4. Support equal opportunities in education for older women — as employees of educational
institutions, as students, and in scholarships and fellowships. This is to include our own UU in-
stitutions;

5. Support legislation which seeks to obtain Social Security for the housewife in her own name;
6. Asks that the UUA exercise leadership in the recognition of volunteer work as valid preparation

for paid employment; and
7. Strongly urges that our churches and denomination seek to raise the consciousness of its

members to the problems of women and ageism and to value the devoted support that older
women have given to our movement.
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AGING — 1979 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the 12th Annual General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association meeting in
Toronto, Canada in 1973 voted unanimously the reestablishment of the UUA Committee on Aging; and

WHEREAS, in the United States an increasing number of people reach the age of sixty-five every day
(estimated at 1,400); that by the year 2000, one-quarter of the population will be sixty-five or over; and
that the fastest-growing age group is between eighty and eighty-five; and

WHEREAS, few of our Unitarian Universalist churches and societies are aware of all the federal, state
and local funds which are available with which Unitarian Universalists might help the elderly of their
community who are unable to speak or act in their own behalf; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Aging is placing emphasis on hospice, in which Unitarian Universalists can
have a great role in new legislation and the activating of the hospice philosophy as a continent-wide
movement; is working on Education for Life Changes, as well as on Death and Dying, and the inevitable
question of “What shall we do with our parents?”; and

WHEREAS, its efforts and publications to date have received acclaim and wide support from other
denominations, including local and national Jewish groups and mental health organizations; and

WHEREAS, the Committee on Aging believes, from its experience, that it cannot operate effectively
without an executive secretary who is fully trained and knowledgeable in the field of aging;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Board of Trustees to recommit itself to continuing the Committee on Aging, including professional
assistance where sufficient funds are available; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Committee on Aging be charged to continue its ongoing program
of education, information and counseling support to member Unitarian Universalist societies and continue
to establish new models for dignified lifestyles which will help all of us retain and enhance our human
potential and involvement as we age.

NURSING HOME REFORM — 1980 (GEN)

WHEREAS, Congressional and other investigations have established that the welfare of thousands of
nursing home residents throughout the country is in jeopardy because of low wage scales, dangerous
buildings, inhumane care and isolation of the elderly; and

WHEREAS, this situation can be adequately addressed only by deep and widespread community in-
volvement under strong leadership; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is in an ideal position to provide such leadership
through the Committee on Aging;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1980 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urge the
Association to act to bring about true nursing home reform by:

1. Becoming an institutional member of the National Citizens’ Coalition for Nursing Home Reform;
2. Publicizing the vital necessity for nursing home reform;
3. Supplying societies with information and assistance in their community;
4. Supporting adequate federal subsidy of alternative at-home service;
5. Supporting greater consumer representation in all levels of regulation of nursing homes; and
6. Supporting adequate state and federal subsidies for quality nursing home care.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
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See related resolutions under Civil Liberties; Economic Justice; Equal Rights for
Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian and Transgender Persons; Racial Justice and Religious Liberty.
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YOUTH WELFARE — 1963 (GEN)

WHEREAS, it should be a serious and determined concern of all liberal religious people to provide every
possible opportunity for the emotional health and well being of young people, to assist socially and
culturally deprived youth, and to promote adequate educational, training and employment opportunities
for youth;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association records its concern that
increasing numbers of young people are not finding a satisfactory place in our society, and urges gov-
ernment and industry at all levels to find ways of lessening unemployment, which falls so heavily on
youth; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association and its constituent members
give support to movements involved in research, in prevention and treatment of youth problems, including
guidance and counseling centers, group recreational programs and mental health clinics; and

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED: That due to the national scope of the problem and the high cost to
individual communities, the Association urges the governments of Canada and the United States, re-
spectively, to give financial assistance to expand community facilities concerned with youth welfare; and

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Association support, and its constituent societies be urged
to support, at all levels, such proposals as a Youth Conservation Corps, Home Work Force, and other
effective assistance and guidance programs, including training in remedial reading and needed tutoring
services, counseling services for parents and child guidance clinics.

ALTERNATIVES IN EDUCATION — 1971 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That the Unitarian Universalist Association go on record as being disturbed by the inade-
quacies of current public education and supportive of new educational programs;

2. That local societies work to make available their physical facilities and moral support to persons
interested in educational advancement;

3. That a copy of this resolution be sent to:
a. All local societies;
b. American Federation of Teachers (AFL-CIO);
c. National Education Association;
d. Parent Teacher Association;
e. New Schools Exchange;
f American Association of University Professors;
g. National Teachers Association;
h. National Association of University Women.
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CHILD CARE CENTERS — 1971 (GEN)

RECOGNIZING: That there is widespread need for child care centers, that millions of children in North
America are receiving either substandard supervision or no supervision;

AWARE: That growing numbers of mothers take jobs because of economic necessity, desire for job
training and continuing education; that child care centers are needed for other reasons, such as illness in
the family, special problems of handicapped children, or for other compelling causes;

ACKNOWLEDGING: That the needs of children, our best resources for the future, must receive imme-
diate and special attention;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the 1971 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation:

1. Urges that highest priority be given in the United States and Canada at all levels of government
to funding and activating quality, professional child care centers with effective standards, li-
censing, inspection, and enforcement;

2. Urges that funding be accomplished additionally through private grants and fees from parents
where feasible;

3. Asks that member UU societies initiate study programs so that they can intelligently participate
in the structuring of quality centers;

4. Asks that societies of this denomination consider use of their facilities for weekday child care
centers.

ABOLITION OF CORPORAL PUNISHMENT
(“DAVID COPPERFIELD”) — 1973 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association opposes
the corporal punishment of children in schools, juvenile detention facilities, and other public institutions
where children are cared for or educated and urges that members of UUA societies work actively through
school boards, legislatures, and courts to help arouse public opinion to bring an end to the practice.



Children and Youth - page 4
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

(617) 742-2100 http://www.uua.org

CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT — 1977 (GEN)

WHEREAS, abuse and neglect of children is a family and societal problem of national significance; and

WHEREAS, children are innocent and powerless victims of abuse and neglect; and

WHEREAS, Congress passed the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act of 1974, created a National
Center on Child Abuse and Neglect and an Advisory Board and authorized the Center to make grants to
states, public and private agencies for programs in child abuse and neglect;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1977 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation urges all persons to support the National Center of Child Abuse and Neglect and state and local
programs in child abuse and neglect, specifically by:

1. Reporting incidences of child abuse and neglect;
2. Publicizing, funding, and utilizing programs in child abuse and neglect;
3. Initiating and supporting medical, social, psychological, psychiatric, legal and other services to

abusing and neglecting families; and
4. Promoting and supporting interagency coordination of services by courts, police, legal counsel,

social rehabilitation agencies, medical screening facilities, foster family services and other
agencies.

CARE OF YOUNG CHILDREN — 1979 (GEN)

WHEREAS, according to the Report of the Status of Children published in 1977 by the Office of Human
Development of the US Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, there are 6.5 million children
under the age of six with single working parents; and

WHEREAS, between 1963 and 1976 the number of married mothers of children under the age of three
joining the work force increased dramatically; and

WHEREAS, this denomination has maintained a commitment to the rights and welfare of children;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms its
commitment to the creation, support, and improvement of child care systems which are affordable to all
people, to supporting the family unit, and to be beneficial to the intellectual, physical and emotional
development of the children served.
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IN SUPPORT OF YOUTH
PROGRAMS — 1979 (BUS)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist bylaws state that our Association promotes “the full participation of
persons in all of its and their activities and in the full range of human endeavor without regard to . . . age”;
and

WHEREAS, our denomination profits from participation from young people to enliven and sustain our
Unitarian Universalist ideals; and

WHEREAS, the 1978 General Assembly business resolution on youth recognized “the crucial import-ance
of youth programs” and “urges that these programs be given a high priority in the formulation of UUA
budgets in the immediate future so that they may receive funds sufficient to meet their legitimate needs
and in fair proportion to the importance of young people to the denomination” and “calls on members of
individual churches and fellowships to promote greater involvement of young people in their societies and
districts” and “calls on the administration of the Association to work cooperatively with Liberal Religious
Youth in developing energetic youth programs at the denominational level”; and

WHEREAS, the Continental Youth/Adult Committee and Liberal Religious Youth, who are working to
teach the goals of better youth programs and youth participation in our societies, need greater support
from the UUA staff, districts, professionals and lay people within our denomination;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges that
efforts to better youth participation and programs be specifically supported by:

1. Facilitating consultation, program development, resource sharing between youth and adults
through interdistrict representatives, district youth/adult committees, continental district
youth/adult committee conclaves, professional leaders and local society youth groups and
youth programming;

2. The UUA Board of Trustees allocating youth program funds in the spirit of the March 1979
Majority Report of the Continental Youth Adult Committee — retaining the present LRY
structure, and adding an at least one half-time adult professional staff person; and

3. Fostering of fellowship and a special sense of membership among youth and those of all ages
in our denomination through intergenerational interaction and activities among all Unitarian
Universalists.
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CHILD CARE — 1982 (BUS)

WHEREAS, in the spirit of inclusiveness without regard to age, family situation, or economic status; and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of encouraging growth through participation of young adults in our movement;
and

WHEREAS, in the spirit of making ours an Association that provides religious opportunities for all our new
members and friends of all ages;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1982 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association resolves
that the Association shall at the daytime meetings, programs and events of all its General Assemblies
provide safe, secure, reasonably-priced, Unitarian Universalist-oriented programs of care, where pre-
registration indicates participation, as appropriate to the age group, for children between birth and thirteen
years of age; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That consideration be given, if desired, to housing families with children in
such a way as to facilitate shared child-caring arrangements and that lists of reliable sitters be made
available; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the same policy be adopted by all organizations
within and associated or affiliated with it, and all events, etc., being supported by the Unitarian
Universalist Association through staffing, funding, supplies, or other support operate under the same
policy; it being understood that the requirements of this resolution do not extend to meetings of governing
or advising boards or committees.

AMERASIAN CHILDREN — 1983 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is committed to furthering human rights and supports
the principle of the importance and worth of each individual; and

WHEREAS, there are many Amerasian children abandoned by their American fathers and rejected in
their Asian homelands; and

WHEREAS, we in the affluent West, especially in the United States, have a clear responsibility to these
children; and

WHEREAS, children grow rapidly and the years between birth and adulthood are few, dictating immediate
action; and

WHEREAS, the future of the world depends largely on the quality of life experienced by children; and

WHEREAS, we would offer Amerasian children the hope of a better future;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1983 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Congress of the United States to provide funds immediately for the transportation and support of
Amerasian petitioners for immigration and to facilitate the adoption of Amerasian children into American
homes; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges member societies to offer support to families
who adopt Amerasian children.
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ON CHILDREN, POVERTY AND
VIOLENCE — 1984 (GEN)

WHEREAS, over half of all United States and Canadian children under the age of eighteen in female-
headed households live below the poverty level; and

WHEREAS, growing numbers of children of all income groups and all family situations are harmed by
abuse and neglect; and

WHEREAS, we, as Unitarian Universalists, join with women, men and children everywhere in striving for
universal dignity, equality, freedom and peace, to which all, including children, are entitled; and

WHEREAS, poverty and violence prevent the achievement of these rights;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1984 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges each
society and member to:

1. Advocate the strengthening of children’s programs and legislation on the federal, provincial,
state and local levels, especially those that improve family income, provide affordable and
healthful child care, and/or prevent abuse, and alleviate the effects of family violence, where it
exists; and

2. Support concerned parents in their efforts to help each other and to advocate for their children;
and

3. Cooperate with organizations whose views on these issues we share.

MATERIALS ON SEXUAL ABUSE — 1985 (BUS)

WHEREAS, sexual abuse and exploitation of children and youth are continental problems; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is committed to affirm and promote the inherent worth
and dignity of every person; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association holds that sexual abuse and exploitation of children
and youth are contrary to the principles of Unitarian Universalism and mentally, physically, emotionally,
and spiritually harmful as well as immoral and unethical; and

WHEREAS, the effects of sexual abuse and exploitation are long-term, and healing is slow;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1985 General Assembly urges member congregations to explore the issues,
causes, and treatments of the sexual abuse and exploitation of children and to encourage inter-
generational programs which provide children with a positive, caring, open, and constructive relationship
with adults; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the Religious Education Section to make
available materials for children and youth providing information on how to protect themselves from sexual
abuse and exploitation plus resources to help them if they have been abused or exploited; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the Board of Trustees of the Association to
develop, using qualified, expert, and involved sources, a code of ethics for persons working with youth
and children for use in all UUA sponsored programs and as a model for congregations and districts to
adopt.
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YOUTH IN CRISIS — 1990 (GEN)

GUIDED: By our belief in the inherent worth and dignity of every human being; and

RECOGNIZING: Our commitment and responsibility to provide youth with basic nurturing, support,
encouragement, and protection; and

WHEREAS, young people embody humanity’s hope for the future; and

WHEREAS, a growing number of North American youth, especially but not exclusively in inner cities,
suffer from problems including physical, sexual, and emotional violence and abuse, neglect, gangs,
substance abuse, unemployment, unwanted pregnancies, lack of adequate housing and education, and a
lack of loving familial and other support structures; and

WHEREAS, the problems facing youth are symptomatic of the problems of the larger society;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) deplores the
debilitating conditions of poverty, discrimination, or racism faced by growing numbers of youth, and
affirms the urgent need for enhanced national, state, provincial, and local advocacy and action on behalf
of youth;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the UUA calls upon its member congregations and individual
Unitarian Universalists to work with youth to promote the establishment of, and to involve themselves in,
programs that empower the voices of youth, especially those of the inner city, by:

1. Fostering school-based clinics and other health care facilities with special concerns for family
planning services, effective parenting skills, AIDS, and other health needs pertinent to the
young adult population;

2. Providing affordable daycare;
3. Supporting excellent education appropriate to the needs, abilities, and aspirations of youth,

including alternative schools, high school equivalency programs, preparation for college as well
as vocational and literacy training;

4. Providing adequate, low-cost housing that would permit families and independent youth to live
in reasonable safety, comfort, and dignity;

5. Encouraging governmental and private agencies, unions and companies to investigate models
of extensive employment and training options, such as apprenticeship and internship for young
people; and

6. Establishing other locally determined services, as necessary;

BE IF FINALLY RESOLVED: That the UUA calls upon its members to address the empowerment of youth
in resolving these socioeconomic issues.
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CHILDREN HELD BY THE UNITED STATES
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION

SERVICE — 1992 (GEN)

BECAUSE: The principles of Unitarian Universalism affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person
and justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; and

BECAUSE: We are all impoverished when we or our government depart from these principles; and

WHEREAS, the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) detains hundreds of im-
migrant and refugee children every year; and

WHEREAS, although children of arrested United States citizens are normally released to responsible
parties, the INS in some districts is now refusing to release children to persons other than relatives, even
though accepted standards of justice and care require such release; and

WHEREAS, the INS has no clear policy of proper care of detained children and some of its contract
facilities fail to meet minimum child-welfare standards for dependent children; and

WHEREAS, physical abuse of children at INS and contract facilities has been documented; and

WHEREAS, long incarceration pressures families to return to dangerous or war-torn homelands;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the United States
Congress and Administration to require that when the INS detains children they be held, whenever
possible, with their families in accredited shelter care programs or facilities that are state licensed for
dependent care or in INS facilities that meet state standards;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That when the protection of public welfare demands that parents be
detained separately from their children, when the parents are not available or when the parents wishto
have their children released, then the INS be urged to release detained children to responsible parties in
this order of priority:

a) Relatives;
b) Caregivers who have been designated by a responsible family member;
c) Licensed child-welfare facilities; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations and individual Unitarian
Universalists in the United States be urged to make appropriate representation to Congress and the
Administration and, especially in states with INS children’s detention centers, to investigate and monitor
the practices, standards, and care at those facilities.
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OPPOSE THE
MARKETING OF VIOLENCE — 1995 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists are committed to the goal of a peaceful world characterized by justice,
equity, and compassion for all; and

WHEREAS, play and media images are among the primary ways a child learns about the world;and

WHEREAS, studies have demonstrated that exposure to media violence increases tolerance of actual
violence, and can evoke copycat acts; and

WHEREAS, childhood aggression, playful and nonplayful, is statistically associated, years later, with an
increase in spousal abuse and other forms of violence; and

WHEREAS, marketing of violence in toys, games and media frequently reinforces racist, sexist, and other
stereotypes, increasing the risk of violence against members of stereotyped groups;

WHEREAS, many television programs, motion pictures, video and computer games, and print media
contain a high frequency of violent episodes presented as entertainment; and

WHEREAS, marketing decisions are often based on profit rather than ethical considerations;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalists — both children and adults — be urged to
educate themselves about the relationships among media violence, children’s aggressive play,
stereotypes, and the level of violence in our society; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations and individual Unitarian
Universalists be urged to:

1. Monitor television programs, motion pictures, and toy advertisements in their communities;
2. Express approval of positive media, non-violent toys, and their sponsors;
3. Express disapproval of gratuitously violent images and aggression-based toys to television

stations, theater owners, video arcade owners, toy manufacturers, retailers, and sponsors;
4. Support education in non-violent means of conflict resolution; and
5. Observe the annual International Days of Protest Against War Toys; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations be encouraged to enter into
coalitions to boycott sponsors and purveyors of violent media images or aggression-based toys, and to
educate adults and children about non-violent toys and alternative forms of entertainment.
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SPEAK OUT FOR CHILDREN — 1996 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists covenant to affirm and promote the inherent worth and dignity of every
person and the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; and

WHEREAS, all children need love and support, including adequate nutrition and a nurturing environment,
for sound growth and development; and

WHEREAS, 80 million children live on the streets of the world’s cities and more than 38 thousand children
die every day from lack of food, shelter, or basic health care; and

WHEREAS, in the United States, a child is reported abused or neglected every eleven seconds and one
child in four goes to bed hungry; and

WHEREAS, the shortage of jobs with a living wage makes parents unable to improve the quality of life for
their children; and

WHEREAS, the worsening conditions for children require immediate intervention;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association shall act and urge its
affiliates, member societies, and individual Unitarian Universalists to:

1. Support children in their rights to adequate food, shelter, health care, day care, public
education, and a safe environment;

2. Assure children freedom of thought, conscience, and religion, and freedom of expression
commensurate with their capacity to take responsibility for their actions; and

3. Support parents with education about child development and training in parenting skills; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association encourages its member
societies and individual Unitarian Universalists to work with national organizations such as the Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee, the Children’s Defense Fund, and community groups to further these
goals and to continue to address the fundamental social injustices that undermine the rights of children;
and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association encourages its member societies
and individual Unitarian Universalists to support the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee and the
Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office in calling for the United States to ratify the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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A MORAL RESPONSE TO YOUTH
VIOLENCE AT COLUMBINE — 1999 (AIW)

On April 20, 1999, at about 11:21 a.m., two students, heavily armed with firearms and pipe bombs,
entered Columbine High School in Jefferson County, Colorado. Over the next few horrifying hours, twelve
students were killed, a teacher lay dying while protecting those students in his care, some twenty
students were wounded, and the two ended their acts of terror with their own suicides.

A shock wave spread across the Denver metropolitan area, across the state, and out over the nation,
finally reaching every corner of the world. In a terrible list of school attacks, Columbine became almost
instantly a symbol and a cause. Bills in the Colorado Legislature, easing the requirements for concealed
weapons, disappeared. The United States Senate, reeling under public reaction, reversed its vote and
passed a measure requiring background checks for all gun sales everywhere. Vice President and Mrs.
Gore visited the emotional and spontaneous memorials in Clement Park, next to the school, and on May
20, President and Mrs. Clinton met with the families of the slain children, then spoke to the Columbine
community.

The copy cat violence in Taber, Alberta, heightened the shock.

Now it is time for the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association to speak our truth as a
community of justice and compassion in which the worth and dignity of all people are affirmed.

There is no single cause for such a complex situation as the attack on innocent students at Columbine,
but some factors in our society stand out as major contributors:

a. The complacency and tacit approval of adults and peers who witness cruel and cynical
behaviors toward others and take no action;

b. The bullying and cliques in our schools which are a reflection of the society outside and give
rise to violence, both mental and physical;

c. The availability to our youth of hand guns and automatic rifles;
d. The popularization of violent role models in television and film and the apparent celebration of

gratuitous violence and death with casual indifference; and
e. The video games that desensitize youth to the horrors of senseless violence.

We note with sorrow and shame that the event which motivated public concern about youth violence is
not the almost daily violence in our communities of poverty and communities of color.

More of us must begin to address youth violence in all of its complexity.

The rising numbers of suicides, acts of violence, and other antisocial behaviors in general demonstrate an
increasing sense of hopelessness among our youth and in society.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1999 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association urges the Association and its member congregations:

a. To communicate with national, regional, and local school authorities to call for the development
of nonviolent conflict resolution training programs for K-12 education;

b. To work for legislation in the United States and Canada to increase the legal age for
possession of hand guns, and to prohibit the manufacture, import, and sale of all assault
weapons, except for law enforcement and military use, and to require that parents be held
responsible for weapons they know to be in the possession of minor children; and

c. To communicate with major film and television studios and television networks, and to work in
concert with other religious groups, to demand the reduction of violent images prevalent in our
society.

(continued on Children and Youth – 13)
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A MORAL RESPONSE TO YOUTH VIOLENCE AT COLUMBINE
(continued from Children and Youth – 12)

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 1999 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
urges individual Unitarian Universalists:

a. To work in their communities through such groups as parent-teacher associations and school
boards, in concert with others from any religious denomination, to press for the introduction of
conflict resolution training programs as a way to help bring about universal understanding and
acceptance of the fundamental concept of respect for the inherent worth and dignity of every
person;

b. To preview videos and motion pictures to be viewed by their children, and to refuse to support
entertainment based strictly on the excitement of violent images;

c. To stop purchasing video games in which human or human-like figures are targets to be killed for
higher scores, causing, however unwittingly, a gradual but certain reduction in feelings of
revulsion or guilt in the act of discharging a deadly weapon toward a human being;

d. To provide in our congregations youth programming and activities for member families and other
youth in our communities;

e. To provide youth advisor training within our congregations;
f. to encourage our children to participate in organized youth programs and to be active participants

in and supporters of those programs;
g. To work in our wider communities to foster a positive image of hope for the future of civilization;

and
h. To commit to giving of our time and gifts to the young people in our communities whether these

young people are members of our immediate families or congregations or members of the greater
communities.
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CIVIL LIBERTIES
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ABOLITION OF THE HOUSE UN-AMERICAN
ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE AND THE

SENATE INTERNAL SECURITY
SUB-COMMITTEE — 1961 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the House Un-American Activities Committee and the Senate Internal Security Sub-
Committee have failed to accomplish the purposes for which they were established; and

WHEREAS, over the years of their existence, the effect of these committees has too often been only to
harass people who held unpopular opinions; and

WHEREAS, the cause of national security has been used by these committees as an excuse to call into
question longstanding individual freedoms granted under the Constitution of the United States;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Recommend to the Congress the abolition of these two committees; and
2. Urge all Unitarians and Universalists to call upon their representatives in the Senate and House

of Representatives to vote against further appropriations for these committees.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM — 1962 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the principle of academic freedom is an intrinsic part of our civil liberties and basic to our
democratic society; and

WHEREAS, education is an ever more important thread in our democratic fabric and is now in transition
and stress due to the cold war and increasing international tension;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association uphold the constitutional
rights of teachers to hold their own political, social and economic ideals and to be judged on their
professional merits.



Civil Liberties - page 3
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

(617) 742-2100 http://www.uua.org

CIVIL LIBERTIES — 1963 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the United States is founded on the principles of individual rights and civil liberties, embodied
in the Bill of Rights of the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, for several years these individual rights and civil liberties have been under attack by various
elements of our society, resulting in the need for continual vigilance and positive action; and

WHEREAS, at this very moment violation of the traditional American right of the people to speak freely
and peacefully to assemble and petition for the redress of grievances is gross and flagrant in many parts
of the country, calling into question the reality of American freedom;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That this General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
calls upon the President, Attorney General and all of the duly constituted authorities to act decisively and
at once to protect the Constitutionally guaranteed civil rights of American citizens throughout the United
States, and to call to account those who violate these guaranteed civil rights; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Association reaffirms its devotion to the maintenance of the
individual rights and civil liberties which are so essential to our democratic way of life, and calls upon all
its members and affiliated organizations to bear witness to our belief in these basic tenets by organizing
adult education classes on the guarantees of the Bill of Rights in their respective communities, by urging
public and private schools to include such classes in their regular curricula, by supporting the work of
such organizations as the American Civil Liberties Union and by constantly reminding our government
officials, city, state, and federal, of their obligations in this regard.

FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, SPEECH
AND ASSEMBLY — 1965 (GEN)

Freedom of thought, speech and assembly being particularly essential in colleges and universities where
minds must be completely unfettered in their search for the truth;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association asserts that there should be no curtailment
of student and faculty thought, speech and assembly except for rules essential to the orderly conduct of
academic work, and that to ban speech or assembly on the basis that it might lead to illegal activity
constitutes unwarranted censorship.
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FREEDOM OF DISSENT — 1967 (GEN)

WHEREAS, controversy over foreign policy and civil rights has been attended by violence, including
physical assault and public abuse directed towards those expressing a controversial point of view; and

WHEREAS, controversial spokesmen have at times been denied permission to speak in public places;
and

WHEREAS, those who remain silent while violence and abuse continue must share responsibility for the
destruction of one of the most precious features of our heritage, the right to speak our conscience freely;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the 1967 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association recognizes and supports national and local leaders who have defended the right to give
peaceful and public expression of dissent and urges all responsible national and local leaders to follow
their example, and reaffirms the right of all persons to give peaceful and public expression of dissent from
established policies and to ensure that such persons receive the protection to which they are entitled by
law. We further urge that public facilities (including the facilities of the Unitarian and Universalist churches
and fellowships) be made readily available for speakers with diverse viewpoints to express themselves
publicly; and call upon the communications media to provide more equitable opportunity for presentation
of dissent from majority points of view.

CAMPUS FREEDOM AND
RESPONSIBILITY — 1969 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1969 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association affirms its
adherence to the following principles:

1. The unrestricted search for truth requires freedom to examine all questions, to seek ideas and
evidence from all sources, to listen to any speaker for information or inspiration.

2. The university community has a responsibility and needs the freedom to function as a total
social institution — including both itself and the world around it.

3. The university’s prime function is the education of the students. Education is a mutual
responsibility of students and faculty and should involve participation of both groups in the
decision-making process.

4. Freedom to speak includes the right to express dissent in diverse ways, but does not
encompass action to prevent full, open, and orderly debate or to restrict or restrain the freedom
of others to speak or to learn. On the contrary, such use of physical disruptions or force is
destructive of the pursuit of learning and of a free society.

5. Use of oppression, repression, or blind force by institutions, administrations, faculties, or
students, is not the answer to any move by students to gain their place in the educational
community.
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POLICE REPRESSION — 1970 (GEN)

SHARING: The fears of such authorities as Arthur Goldberg and Roy Wilkins, etc., regarding
governmental terror campaigns against dissenting groups;

ACKNOWLEDGING: The findings of the federal grand jury that local police and federal government
agencies conspired to conceal evidence of an illegal police raid;

CONCERNED: About the danger that present conspiracy statutes constitute a long step toward thought
control and totalitarian government;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1970 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association condemns
all attempts of the federal government and the local governmental units to suppress dissenting groups by
the use of illegal force and by repressive legislation typified by the conspiracy statutes which intimidate
people and weaken their determination to exercise their First Amendment rights. We urge all legislative
bodies in the country to reject any such legislation and rescind any enacted in the past. We urge
individual members and local parishes to give active support to all those affected by these repressive
measures.

CIVIL LIBERTIES — 1971 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association opposes any kind of surveillance of private citizens or
government employees; and

WHEREAS, we feel that such surveillance leads to a potential for control and intimidation that is alien to
our form of government and foreign to a society of free men and women; and

WHEREAS, our society has progressively become more information-oriented, creating a potentiality for
abuse and misuse of validly gathered information; and

WHEREAS, the US Army Intelligence and others have had at least a few of our Unitarian Universalist
churches under surveillance;

BE IT RESOLVED: The Unitarian Universalist Association go on record as opposing any governmental
abuse of surveillance whether by means of professional data gathering systems, census forms, federal
questionnaires, interviews, Army investigations, wire tapping, or data banks; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges:

1. The President to exercise the moral leadership of his office as recommended by the Scranton
Report on campus unrest;

2. Support of Congressional hearings to consider the total impact of data collection programs on
the preservation of individual rights;

3. Congress to uphold the constitutional protection of individual rights to privacy and the right of
an individual to remain silent about himself and herself;

4. That the federal government inform the recipients of these questionnaires of their rights with
regard to these forms, including the fact that the forms are voluntary, and the reason for the
collection of the information;

5. Citizens should have the right to examine any governmental files concerning themselves. The
President and the Congress are urged to issue appropriate executive orders and to pass
legislation to effectuate this objective; and

6. Urge our members to join and support the American Civil Liberties Union.
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BEACON PRESS INVESTIGATION BY
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT — 1972 (BUS)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1972 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association endorses
and supports the actions taken by President Robert West and the Board of Trustees in resisting the
efforts of the federal government to subpoena the financial and other records of the Association and of
Beacon Press, and in alerting the denomination and the nation to the serious threat to freedom of religion,
of expression, and of association represented by the government’s actions.

COMMENDATION OF BEACON PRESS — 1972 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1972 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association commends
the Beacon Press for its publication of The Pentagon Papers.

HUMAN UNDERSTANDING
PROPOSAL — 1972 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the UUA has historically subscribed to the principle of oneness and equality of all human
beings; and

WHEREAS, the Association seeks to be guided by this principle in all its proceedings and programs; and

WHEREAS, the new educational programs of the Department of Education and Social Concern dealing
with the biological and cultural evolution of humankind and humankind’s relationship to all living beings
should emphasize the oneness and equality of all humans (i.e., the human heritage curriculum series, the
culture builder curriculum series, the human sexuality curriculum);

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the UUA continue its efforts to investigate and teach the nature of
humanity, including the common traits, drives, etc., the relationship to other living beings, the evolutionary
changes which have occurred throughout known history, the basis of the apparent “differences” and the
place of human beings within the total natural order; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the UUA implement this effort through the Department of Education
and Social Concern and through other appropriate agencies of the Association in consultation with other
concerned groups and individuals toward the end of promoting greater understanding, appreciation,
adaptation, and programming among human beings.
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LOBBYING AND LEGISLATIVE
COMMITTEES — 1973 (BUS)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association was recently targeted for a repressive act by the
United States federal government in the form of the invasion of the privacy of the Association and its
members through the attempted seizure of the bank records of the Unitarian Universalist Association as
part of the United States government’s effort to harass the Association for the publication of The
Pentagon Papers; and

WHEREAS, the branch of the United States federal government most capable of protecting the
constitutional liberties of the citizens and institutions of the United States is the Congress;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges that
the societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association in the United States, through its Department of
Education and Social Concern and its joint Washington Office, undertake an active program of education
and lobbying for the repeal of repressive laws such as the provisions of the Bank Secrecy Act which
permits agents of government to probe into the private financial affairs of United States citizens,
churches, and voluntary associations without even the formality of a subpoena; establish legislative
committees to press for legislation protecting constitutional freedoms; and work with other groups toward
the same ends.

RIGHTS OF REPORTERS AND
HISTORIANS — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, fewer than twenty states in the United States have enacted “shielding” legislation and there is
no federal legislation of this kind at all in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the courts, including the US Supreme Court, have denied reporters and historians the right to
refuse to disclose sources of information; and

WHEREAS, recently some persons have been jailed for refusal to disclose sources of information;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges that
state and federal legislation be enacted in the United States to protect reporters, historians, medical
doctors and clergy from prosecution for declining to disclose the sources of their information received in
confidence.
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CENSORSHIP AND OBSCENITY
LAWS — 1974 (GEN)

WHEREAS, US Supreme Court decisions announced on June 24, 1974 have returned the Supreme
Court to a case-by-case determination of what is deemed obscene and have thereby reinstated a process
which inevitably results in great uncertainty in that area; and

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court on June 24 sanctioned the application by federal jurors of their own view
of what the average person in the community deems to be obscene, with the result that written and visual
material must now be tailored to the standard of the most repressive locality or run the risk of being
banned or confiscated; and

WHEREAS, in numerous states during the past three months there have been widespread introduction
and consideration of repressive obscenity laws;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Expresses deep concern at the trend of the recent decisions of the US Supreme Court toward
case-by-case determination;

2. Opposes the repressive trend in recent state censorship legislation; and
3. Strongly affirms the right of adults to decide what they should read, hear, and see free from

official censorship, as has been recommended by the President’s Commission on Obscenity
and Pornography.

FREEDOM OF PRESS — 1974 (BUS)

WHEREAS, it has been one of the strongest traditions of our Unitarian Universalist religious movement to
honor freedom of the press; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist World is described in the 1974 Directory of the UUA as “intended to
strengthen communication between individual UU’s, member societies, and the Association . . . and to
present a positive representation of Unitarian Universalism including diversity and balance”;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That to insure and implement the concepts honored above,
freedom of the press and diversity and balance, the 1974 General Assembly urges the Board of Trustees
to reaffirm a policy of encouraging the Editor and staff of the UU World to seek and report criticisms,
alternative opinions, and background information concerning current UUA matters.



Civil Liberties - page 9
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

(617) 742-2100 http://www.uua.org

AGAINST GOVERNMENT
HARASSMENT — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, it has become public knowledge, as a result of investigative journalism and of subsequent
Congressional hearings, that government agencies including the CIA, the FBI, the Department of Justice,
and the Internal Revenue Service have indulged in illegal activities or the misuse of otherwise legal
functions for the purpose of suppressing dissent;

WHEREAS, harassment, disruption, dissemination of false statements, and the use of anonymous letters
and planted articles to defame dissenters have been employed extensively;

WHEREAS, connections between those interfered with and any credible threat to the security of the
United States have been non-existent or tenuous in many cases;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association condemns the use of government agencies including the CIA, FBI, and state and local police
to engage in actions, whether or not legal, intended to harass, disrupt, and otherwise interfere with the
activities of individuals or organizations expressing dissent by any means of peaceful demonstration.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
calls upon Congress to continue to investigate and publicize past acts so that the public may recognize
the extent of such actions designed to suppress freedom of speech and assembly in contradiction of the
principles of the First Amendment to the Constitution, and to institute such mandatory reporting by
government agencies to, and oversight by, Congress as may be necessary to prevent such excesses in
the future.

FTC FUNERAL REGULATIONS — 1976 (GEN)

Because of our concern for freedom of conscience and the respect which should be accorded all persons
at time of death, and because of our belief that people should be able to choose under fair and informed
circumstances funeral arrangements which are in accord with their own personal, financial, social, and
spiritual needs;

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UUA URGES the adoption and implementation of proposed US
Federal Trade Commission regulations which prohibit:

1. Requiring caskets for immediate cremations;
2. Misrepresenting legal or public health necessities;
3. Disparaging the customer’s concern about prices;
4. Failing to display least expensive caskets;
5. Obtaining custody of or embalming bodies without written or oral permission from a family

member;
6. Interfering with the customer’s selection of offered items;
7. Failing to furnish a price list of all caskets available for purchase and failing to show the price

prominently on each casket displayed; and
8. Failing to furnish prior to the customer’s decision an itemized price list of goods and services

from which the customer is free to select only desired items.
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FBI/CIA CHARTERS — 1980 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association and its member societies have a longstanding
commitment to use their power self-consciously and explicitly in the interests of their ideas; and

WHEREAS, we believe that escalated international turmoil and violence are moving our government
toward increased repression of dissident opinion and groups; and

WHEREAS, we further believe that the rights defined in the First Amendment guaranteeing freedom of
religion, speech, press, assembly, and redress of grievances must be protected; and

WHEREAS, Congress is considering new FBI and CIA charters which would dangerously increase their
power and make the agencies far less accountable and more secretive;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1980 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association opposes
passage of the FBI and CIA charters in a form which would represent any subversion of the Bill of Rights.

INTELIGENCE CHARTERS — 1980 (BUS)

WHEREAS, the US Congress is now considering proposals on a new charter for the federal intelligence
community; and

WHEREAS, US intelligence agencies have used American and foreign clergy and church workers for
clandestine operations and information collection; and

WHEREAS, the 1976 UUA General Assembly adopted a general resolution condemning harassment by
the CIA, FBI, and other agencies of government; and

WHEREAS, serious First Amendment questions are raised by the intelligence community's use of clergy,
church workers and missionaries as informants; and

WHEREAS, a prohibition against use of clergy by US intelligence gathering and law enforcement
agencies has not been enacted into law and is not included in the proposals before Congress for charter
revisions;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the UUA Board of Trustees urges the Congress to include in the
charter of all US intelligence gathering and law enforcement agencies a specific prohibition against:

1. Recruiting or employing members of the clergy, church workers, and missionaries — US or foreign
— as informants or agents in any capacity at home or overseas;

2. Impersonating clergy, church workers or missionaries; and
3. Establishing entities purporting to be churches, church agencies or religious organizations.
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REPRESSIVE LEGISLATION — 1980 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association and its member societies have a longstanding
commitment to use their power self-consciously and explicitly in the interests of their ideas; and

WHEREAS, we believe that escalated international turmoil and violence are moving our government
toward increased repression of dissident opinions and groups; and

WHEREAS, we further believe that the rights defined in the First Amendment guaranteeing freedom of
religion, speech, press, assembly, and redress of grievances must be protected; and

WHEREAS, the United States Congress in order to revise the criminal code is considering an omnibus bill
know as S-1722 which includes dangerously oppressive features; and

WHEREAS, it is practically impossible to revise or amend this omnibus bill to protect and guarantee First
Amendment rights;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1980 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association oppose the
omnibus approach to criminal code revision and urge such revision be accomplished by the increment
method on a section-by-section basis with full debate and discussion of each and every provision.
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SANCTUARY AND GOVERNMENT
SURVEILLANCE — 1985 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the 1984 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association commended the
Sanctuary Movement to the churches and fellowships in our Association; and

WHEREAS, the federal government of the United States has sent government agents and paid informers
with tape recorders and wireless equipment to spy on church services where refugees have been in
attendance and been ministered to, and has used the information thus gained to testify against those
attending and the leaders of those church services, and has arrested and brought indictments against
sixteen church workers including two priests, four nuns, a Protestant minister and several lay church
workers, including Wendy LeWin, a Unitarian Universalist; and

WHEREAS, this calculated invasion of the sanctity of the church has caused a serious disruption of the
church life of the congregants and ministers in the churches so invaded; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Eugene Pickett, President of the Unitarian Universalist Association, acting on its behalf,
has joined religious leaders representing other denominations in bringing suit against the federal
government seeking a prohibition of such invasion of the churches by federal agents;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1985 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association commends Dr. Pickett for this timely leadership and commends the more than thirty Unitarian
Universalist congregations and the many individual Unitarian Universalists involved in the Sanctuary
Movement, including our sister, Wendy LeWin; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly reaches across the denominational lines that separate
us to join with the inductees and to commend them for the special ministry to the refugees from Central
America; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges the delegates here assembled to contribute
generously to the legal defense of the indictees and Unitarian Universalist churches and fellowships to set
aside September 15, 1985, the Sunday preceding the projected opening of the trial against those indicted
(or another Sunday in September), as Sanctuary Sunday and as an occasion to bring to the members of
each congregation the facts of the Sanctuary Movement, to celebrate the oneness of Unitarian
Universalists with and support of the indictees, and to take up a special collection on that Sunday to be
sent to Arizona Sanctuary Defense Fund, c/o UUA Social Responsibility Section, to help defray the legal
expenses of those indicted.
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AGAINST CENSORSHIP IN
PUBLIC SCHOOLS — 1988 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists have historically affirmed the value of public education in a pluralistic
society; and

BECAUSE: We believe that free inquiry strengthens minds in the individual search for knowledge; and

WHEREAS, recent history shows a continuing series of attacks on access to information and ideas in the
classroom as well as attempts to promote sectarian ideology in public education at national, state,
provincial, and school-district levels; and

Strategies are being pursued to eliminate from public school curricula any material considered by some
parents to be offensive to their own religious beliefs; and

WHEREAS, a broad-based, multicultural public school system requires that teaching instruments,
including textbooks, film, video, speakers, and student publications exhibit a varied and open exposition
of historical, scientific, and cultural fact;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, mindful of the roles played
by religious movements throughout our history, encourages its members to affirm that educational
excellence rather than the promotion of sectarian ideology is the proper business of public education and
calls upon congregations and individual members:

1. To educate themselves and the public on censorship and sectarian interference in education;
2. To organize groups to monitor religious intrusions affecting public schools, especially curricula

and educational materials;
3. To encourage teachers, parents, students, librarians, and other school officials and community

residents to remain vigilant in the fact of censorship challenges;
4. To advocate laws, regulations, and policies in educational, legislative, and judicial arenas

ensuring freedom from sectarian based censorship of curriculum and extra-curricular activities,
which include student publications;

5. To oppose vigorously efforts to make public education conform to any group’s sectarian beliefs;
and

6. To support the development of curricula designed to teach the historic and cultural influence of
religious movements and religious motivation while excluding the teaching of specific sectarian
doctrine.
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THE TRAVEL RIGHTS OF HIV-INFECTED
PEOPLE — 1989 (RIW)

WHEREAS, the 1989 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association has passed a
resolution entitled AIDS/HIV CRISIS that condemns discrimination against people living with AIDS;

WHEREAS, there is no evidence to prove that Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) can be transmitted
by casual contact, and a great deal of evidence to suggest that it cannot be so transmitted;

WHEREAS, agencies of the United States government continue to harass people who are HIV-infected,
specifically including:

1. The imprisonment and deportation of HIV-infected people attempting to travel through the
United States in order to attend the Fifth International AIDS conference in Montreal; and

2. The imprisonment and deportation of HIV-infected people attempting to enter the United States
for treatment or to participate in research programs; and

WHEREAS, the Sixth International AIDS Conference is scheduled to be held in San Francisco in June
1990, and full participation of HIV-infected people is necessary for the advancement of scientific research
on the treatment and causes of HIV infection;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1989 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association condemns such interference with the rights of HIV-infected people; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this 1989 General Assembly calls upon the president of the
Association to communicate to the President of the United States, the Attorney General of the United
States, and the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service our distress at this continued harassment,
and to demand that enforcement of the Helms Amendment, under which these actions are being taken,
be suspended to allow HIV-infected people to travel freely.
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RIGHTS OF PRIVACY AND
FREE SPEECH — 1991 (RIW)

WHEREAS, the Supreme Court of the United States on May 23, l99l, upheld a Bush Administration
regulation which withholds all funding provided under Title X of the Public Health Service Act from any
family planning agency whose physicians and educators advise their clients or patients of their option to
obtain an abortion; and

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists in the United States challenge any threat to the fundamental and
constitutional right of free speech and the right to privacy established in the United States Supreme Court
decision in Roe v. Wade; and

WHEREAS, we believe in a woman’s right to discuss medical matters with her physician and other health
care professionals; and

WHEREAS, we believe in health care providers’ rights and obligations to advise their patients about
problem pregnancy options, including abortion; and

WHEREAS, we believe that, regardless of income, every person has the right to all reproductive health
information and basic services;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the l99l General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association expresses its outrage over the invasion of free speech and privacy as implemented by the
Bush Administration’s withholding of Title X monies from family planning agencies which educate or
advise their clients of the option of abortion; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the l99l General Assembly urges all Unitarian Universalist
congregations in the United States and their members to immediately contact their Representatives and
Senators and urge them to:

1. Enact legislation (presently SB323 and HR392) which will ensure that birth control information
and counselling about problem pregnancy options, including abortion, be made available to
women; and

2. Pass this legislation without restrictive amendments that would require parental notification or
consent.
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CIVIL LIBERTIES — 2004 (SOC)

PREAMBLE

Liberty is at the core of our Unitarian Universalist faith. Civil liberties are at the heart of our American
experiment in democracy. Those civil liberties guaranteed by the Bill of Rights, Amendments I through X
to the Constitution of the United States of America, are as fundamental to our practice of democracy as
freedom of conscience is to our actions of faith.

Civil liberties carry a history of conflict and struggle between rights for all and privilege for some, between
individual liberty and general security, between personal need and the common good, between the
aspiration to reason and tolerance and the inclination to scapegoat and punish. Our democracy has the
ability to balance these competing claims. Democratic process is at the heart of Unitarian Universalism.
Our Unitarian Universalist Principles are grounded in freedom, reason, and tolerance. Ours is a tradition
that has sought to uphold the sanctity of the individual voice. We have affirmed that human beings need
not adhere to the same beliefs or draw upon the same sources of meaning to discern the common good.

BACKGROUND

As Unitarian Universalists, we look to American history, the history of our faith movement, and our shared
Principles and Purposes to help us determine the appropriate balance between freedom and security.
Prophetic people of all faiths have been instrumental in defending liberty throughout history. We stand on
the shoulders of those who have fought to uphold civil liberties. Civil liberties are also essential to the free
expression and practice of our faith tradition and to the diversity of faith traditions in America. They are
further essential to our ability as citizens to fully engage the political process and hold our leaders
accountable.

Unitarian Universalists are gravely concerned with the current erosion of American civil liberties. Our
criminal justice system has seen increases in police brutality, harsher sentencing, racial profiling, and a
call by our leaders for quicker resort to the death penalty. The “War on Drugs” has given the United
States the dubious distinction of having the highest incarceration rate among economically advanced
nations. Federal funding for faith-based initiatives has threatened religious liberty by compromising the
independence and equality of different religious groups.

The attacks of September 11, 2001, created a climate of fear that has escalated these threats to our
liberties and made possible an ill-defined “War on Terrorism.” The message from our government is that
the United States cannot be both safe and free. Building on a pre-September 11 current of diminished
civil liberties, the USA PATRIOT Act was signed into law on October 26, 2001. This Act permits the
unlimited detention and deportation of foreign nationals on the basis of suspicion and without due process
of law. It redefines the scope of terrorism law to include domestic associations, rendering citizen
organizations, including communities of faith, subject to secret surveillance and investigation. It allows the
FBI to investigate American citizens without probable cause if the agents consider it for “intelligence
purposes.” It permits law enforcement agencies to conduct secret searches, including phone and Internet
surveillance, and grants access to medical, banking, employment, library, and other personal records with
fewer considerations of due process.

Dissent has been branded as unpatriotic and tantamount to aiding and abetting terrorism. Emboldened by
the passage of the USA PATRIOT Act, the administration of President George W. Bush has interrogated
thousands of Arab and South Asian immigrants, incarcerated hundreds in the United States on minor
immigration charges or material witness claims, and detained over 1,200 foreign nationals in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, without due process or compliance with the Geneva Convention.

(continued on Civil Liberties – 17)
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A CALL FOR SUPPORT AND A FAIR TRIAL FOR
DR. SAMI AL-ARIAN—2005 (AIW)

WHEREAS, the United States government has harassed Dr. Sami Al-Arian and eventually arrested him
on charges of supporting terrorism due to his activities on behalf of Palestine; and

WHEREAS, while awaiting trial, he was placed in solitary confinement in a maximum-security federal
penitentiary for nearly two years, denied basic privileges, allowed limited visitations and access to
attorneys, and subjected to strip searches and the harshest conditions of confinement; and

WHEREAS, Amnesty International has condemned these conditions; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Al-Arian was subsequently, but prior to receiving due process, fired from his position on
the faculty of the University of South Florida and that this firing was condemned by the American
Association of University Professors; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Al-Arian has been denied a change of venue in his case, despite providing strong
evidence that ten years of biased, inflammatory media coverage by the Tampa Tribune have prejudiced
potential jurors; and

WHEREAS, the love of liberty, respect for the presumption of innocence, support for fair judicial
proceedings, and commitment to the dignity and humane treatment of everyone, including prisoners, are
at the core of our Unitarian Universalist faith;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: That the United States government’s prosecution of Dr. Sami Al-Arian
violates the Unitarian Universalist Association’s Statements of Conscience of 2004 on Civil Liberties and
of 2005 on Criminal Justice and Prison Reform; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 2005 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
of Congregations urges members and congregations to:

1. Inform others about the case by organizing educational forums and fundraisers in their areas;
2. Communicate their support to Dr. Sami Al-Arian;
3. Donate to his defense through the National Liberty Fund c/o Dr. Sami Al-Arian Fund;
4. Ask their representatives in Congress to investigate Dr. Al-Arian’s case, end his solitary

confinement, and support his release on bond during his trial;
5. Stay informed about other United States abuses of civil liberties and work to eliminate those

abuses; and
6. Contact congressional representatives to advocate that the USA PATRIOT Act be limited, not

expanded, and to specifically repeal the use of secret evidence (Section 215).
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DEFENDING AND EXPANDING FREEDOM
OF THE AIRWAVES—2005 (AIW)

Open and diverse broadcasting is essential to a functioning democracy. In early June 2005, the United
States Supreme Court allowed a decision by the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit to
stand that found proposed deregulation of ownership rules by the Federal Communications Commission
to be neither reasonable nor in the public interest.

The George W. Bush Administration has cast doubt on the widely acclaimed fairness of the Public
Broadcasting System and supports stripping it of federal funding. Increasing concentration of private
ownership of commercial media has reduced the objectivity and diversity of public information, and the
reputation and credibility of the Public Broadcasting System have become more important in this context.

Therefore, the delegates to the 2005 General Assembly call upon the member congregations of the
Unitarian Universalist Association, their individual members and friends, and affiliate organizations to
pledge themselves to protect the integrity and independence of our public airwaves by working to:

1. Immediately communicate support for full funding of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting to
our congressional representatives in the United States Congress;

2. Urge Congress to enact a moratorium on the further selling of publicly owned airwaves;

3. Communicate support to the Federal Communications Commission for broadening the diversity of
broadcast ownership and protection of the public interest as it redrafts media ownership rules
following the June 2005 Federal Court rulings;

4. Advocate for reserving a substantial portion of the broadcast spectrum for publicly financed and
non-profit broadcasting, both private and public, accountable to locally and/or regionally elected
public commissions; and

Support the constitutional legal challenge of the Media Legal Project of Unitarian Universalists for a Just
Economic Community toward restructuring the broadcasting system in keeping with the First Amendment
(freedom of the press) and the Fourteenth Amendment (equal protection under the law).
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE

1961 - Capital Punishment .............................................................................................. 2
1962 - Model Penal Code................................................................................................ 2
1964 - Acts of Terrorism.................................................................................................. 3
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1966 - Capital Punishment .............................................................................................. 4
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See related resolutions under under Children and Youth, International Peace and
Conflict, Economic Justice, and Racial Justice.
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT — 1961 (GEN)

WHEREAS, respect for the value of every human life must be incorporated into our laws if it is to be ob-
served by our people; and

WHEREAS, modern justice should concern itself with rehabilitation, not retribution; and

WHEREAS, it has not been proved that fear of capital punishment is a deterrent to crime; and

WHEREAS, human judgements are not infallible, and no penalty should be used which cannot be
revoked in case of error; and

WHEREAS, capital punishment has not always been used impartially among all economic and racial
groups in America;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its churches and
fellowships in the United States and Canada to exert all reasonable efforts toward the elimination of
capital punishment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of this resolution be sent to the Governors of all states in
which capital punishment has not yet been eliminated, and to the Canadian Minister of Justice.

MODEL PENAL CODE — 1962 (GEN)

WHEREAS, a modern approach to criminal law has been needed in this country for many years; and

WHEREAS, Unitarians and Universalists have for many years supported more humanitarian dealings with
persons charged and convicted of crime in this country; and

WHEREAS, the American Law Institute, after many years of study and consideration, has on the 24th day
of May, 1962, at its meeting in Washington, DC, adopted a model penal code to be presented to
lawmakers in the various states and the Congress for consideration and action;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association congratulate the American
Law Institute upon the adoption of this Model Penal Code and urges that the member churches and
fellowships and their members be urged in their citizenship capacity to urge their elected State and
National Representatives to explore this Model Penal Code and consider its adoption as rapidly as
possible.
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ACTS OF TERRORISM — 1964 (GEN)

The rise of violence in the political and social conflicts of American life endangers freedom of speech and
assembly essential to democratic society. These freedoms and, in general, life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness are, and have been, federal rights of all citizens since the founding of the Republic.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Unitarian Universalist Association petition President Johnson to appoint a commission to
investigate the collapse of law in such acts of terrorism and to make remedial
recommendations wherever constitutional rights are denied;

2. Local societies should urge police to invite the assistance of the FBI in any such cases;
3. Congress be petitioned to consider any necessary legislation which will give the Department of

Justice jurisdiction in any such cases.

NARCOTICS LEGISLATION — 1965 (GEN)

WHEREAS, federal, state and city narcotics laws declare the habitual use of narcotics to be a crime,
while narcotics addiction is considered by the medical profession to be an illness and by many psychia-
trists and social scientists to be a personality disorder rooted in psycho-social factors; and

WHEREAS, narcotics addicts are forced by such laws to the illegal procurement of narcotics at exorbitant
prices to ease their suffering, which leads to crime to make such procurement possible, and encourages
and supports the illegal traffic in narcotics; and

WHEREAS, the flourishing illegal traffic in narcotics depends on, and actively works to develop, new
addicts to maintain and expand the market;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges changes in existing
narcotics laws in order to provide for:

1. The establishment of intake-referral centers to which all addicts apprehended by law-enforce-
ment agencies would be taken in order that they be placed in rehabilitation centers;

2. A choice between imprisonment or a rehabilitation center for the addicted “pusher,” the
“pusher” to be on probation if he chooses rehabilitation; and

3. A severe sentence to imprisonment for non-addict “pushers” and accomplices.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Association be directed and its members urged to take action to
support this resolution whenever possible and that there be further study by the Association on this
subject.
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT — 1966 (GEN)

RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the complete abolition of capital punish-
ment in all United States and Canadian jurisdictions; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association seek to encourage the gover-
nors of the states and the Canadian cabinet to pursue a policy of commuting death sentences until such
time as capital punishment is abolished throughout the United States and Canada; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its member churches
and fellowships to work for the formation of state councils affiliated with the American League to Abolish
Capital Punishment, or work with such state councils where they already exist and to support the
Canadian Society for the Abolition of the Death Penalty.

LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA — 1970 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the present local, state or provincial and federal laws in the United States and Canada re-
garding the growing, sale, trade, possession and consumption of cannibus sativa (marijuana) are based
largely on public hysteria and myth, rather than on any established data about the effects of marijuana on
the user; and

WHEREAS, the present laws are making criminals of and causing undue and unjust punishment to many
persons who have no criminal intent in the use of marijuana; and

WHEREAS, the laws relating to marijuana are not uniform or uniformly enforced, and are being used as
political weapons against those people, especially the young, who dissent in politics or lifestyle from the
accepted norms of the two countries; and

WHEREAS, as yet, no reliable research on the effects of marijuana has shown its use to be as hazardous
to the public or the individual user as the use of tobacco, alcohol or many other stimulants and
depressants legally available to the public; and

WHEREAS, the laws relating to marijuana encourage its use in ways both dangerous to the public and
the individual user as did the laws on prohibition in the United States in the early parts of this century;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1970 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Associ-
ation:

1. Urges that all local, state or provincial and federal laws in the United States and Canada
making the growing, sale, trade and possession of marijuana a criminal offense be immediately
repealed;

2. Urges that restrictions on the use of marijuana be made similar to those laws on the use of
alcoholic beverages;

3. Urges that any effects of the consumption of marijuana that may be found injurious to the user
be handled by the proper psychological and medical care and not by criminal law;

4. Urges that amnesty be given to all persons convicted under present laws relating to the grow-
ing, sale, trade, possession and consumption of marijuana and that charges be dropped
against all persons presently under indictment for violation of such laws; and

5. Urges the federal government of both countries to expand existing research and to establish
the machinery whereby all available findings, statistics, and observations may be gathered and
evaluated to provide an effective study of the legal, social and medical questions arising from
the use of marijuana.
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PENAL REFORM — 1971 (GEN)

RECOGNIZING: That the rapid increase of violent crime accompanies a vast public ignorance and preju-
dice about its causes and methods of correction as seen by modern experts;

NOTING: That the majority of persons arrested are males between 10-30 years suffering such social in-
justices as poverty, racism, poor education;

FURTHER NOTING: That public pressure for punishment has resulted in barbaric prison and jail systems
productive of more crime;

BE IT RESOLVED: The General Assembly urges its members and member societies undertake programs
to:

1. Educate members and non-members on the failure and inhumanity of punishment and on ex-
isting local, state and federal detention facilities and prisons;

2. Stimulate reforms of the present systems of criminal law and justice, giving emphasis to all
rehabilitative services; and

3. Reform practices of pre-trial justice, including bail bond programs or others where local efforts
can have substantial effect.

GUN CONTROL — 1972 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1972 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association recom-
mends uniform gun legislation as follows:

1. Licensing for the purchase and possession of all usable guns;
2. Gun registration-holding owners legally accountable for all their guns and registrars legally ac-

countable for privacy of records;
3. Federal, state, provincial and local codes for responsible gun ownership regarding how they are

kept, knowledge of proper use and to whom they may be transferred;
4. Sound standards for the responsible use of guns by law enforcement agencies;
5. Restriction of ownership and possession of concealable handguns to persons showing a spe-

cific need, such as law enforcement officers and security guards; and
6. Strong legislation forbidding use of “drop guns” by law enforcement officers.
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DRUGS — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, heroin and other drug addictions have become a modern plague in which every victim be-
comes a source of contagion; and

WHEREAS, heroin addiction is spreading rapidly today, especially among the younger generation and the
poor; and

WHEREAS, the effort to control heroin addiction by outlawry and strict law enforcement has not reduced
heroin addiction, but, by making it extremely profitable, has increased it many times; and

WHEREAS, this has led to a disastrous breakdown and corruption of our entire law enforcement and ju-
dicial process and to a vast increase in street violence and crime, jeopardizing the future existence of our
metropolitan cities themselves;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
governments of the United States and Canada:

1. To give first priority to stopping the traffic in heroin and other addictive drugs at the source,
rather than emphasizing the prosecution of drug users;

2. To give priority research into the underlying causes and possible cure of addiction to heroin and
other addictive drugs in common use;

3. To place a major emphasis upon eliminating the social conditions like poverty, unemployment,
and racial discrimination which may feed addiction;

4. To establish in every metropolitan area government-owned and operated clinics where addicts
may register and receive free voluntary treatment with a wide range of services aimed at elimi-
nating the addiction, including counseling, therapy, therapeutic communities, referral services,
methadone maintenance, or where necessary, heroin maintenance, all under medical supervi-
sion; and

5. To mount appropriate international efforts to restrict the flow of addictive drugs at their source.

DEATH PENALTY — 1974 (GEN)

WHEREAS, at this time, even though there has been no execution in the United States for the past seven
years, twenty-eight states have already passed legislation seeking to re-establish capital punishment; and

WHEREAS, the act of execution of the death penalty by government sets an example of violence;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association continues
to oppose the death penalty in the United States and Canada, and urges all Unitarian Universalists and
their local churches and fellowships to oppose any attempts to restore or continue it in any form.
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REFORM OF COURTS
AND PENAL SYSTEM — 1974 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the present court and penal systems have failed in their purpose of rehabilitation, have in fact
damaged personalities and wholesome human values, and have resulted in a high rate of recidivism; and

WHEREAS, we, who “affirm, defend, and promote the supreme worth of every human personality,” wish
to give every individual a chance for fulfillment;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges and
supports a massive reform of the various systems of criminal justice which will include but not be limited
to:

1. Provisions allowing judges the time and resources necessary to make sound decisions without
resort to procedural shortcuts which frequently jeopardize both the rights of the accused and
the safety of society, these resources to include authority to order, where feasible, compensa-
tion to the victim by those directly responsible;

2. Reducing jail and other prison populations through provisions for community-based correctional
programs and other alternatives to incarceration. Until such steps are taken a moratorium on
the construction of new jails and prisons should be instituted by local, state, provincial and
federal authorities;

3. Adoption and implementation by all correctional institutions, authorities and planning bodies, of
a prisoner’s bill of rights for detainees as well as convicted prisoners;

4. Provision of a full range of mental health services, vocational training, basic education,
rehabilitation, effective employment programs and other programs to enhance re-entry into the
community for the voluntary participation of any persons under the full or partial control of the
“criminal justice system.” Non-participation in such programs should not be prejudicial;

5. Reform of our criminal statutes to decriminalize all so-called “victimless crimes”; and
6. Elimination of indeterminate sentences.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the member churches and fellowships and the members of churches
and fellowships concern themselves with these problems in their respective states, provinces and
communities and take appropriate action.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE — 1975 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the most effective and just basis for social change starts with empowerment of those people
who suffer most grievously; and

WHEREAS, instrumental control over the material and spiritual elements of life promotes autonomy and
the opportunity for self-fulfillment; and

WHEREAS, every life is indeed infinite in dignity and promise; and

WHEREAS, the current prosecution, court and penal practices frequently translate political, social, and
economic problems into personal and psychiatric problems, thus justifying increased control and re-
pression;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1975 General Assembly of the UUA urges and supports the continuing in-
volvement in specific action projects by member churches and fellowships which include, but are not
limited to:

1. Seeking a coordinated community-based system of alternatives to incarceration, especially at
the pre-trial stage, to increase the possibility that initial contact with the law will not result in
arrest, trial, or conviction;

2. Monitoring ongoing and planned social service programs and facilities to insure the equitable
distribution of resources between women and men offenders;

3. Seeking to abolish institutional consideration of homosexual behavior or orientation as evi-
dence of criminality or illness;

4. Promoting the adoption of legislation to prohibit employment and housing discrimination against
parolees, probationers, or former prisoners unless a logical and substantial relationship
between the crime of conviction and the specific duties of a job are proved by the employer;

5. Promoting the establishment of minimum wages for work done by employed prisoners where
employment is determined by facts indicating that the prisoner is regularly performing the type
of work that non-prisoners perform in the institution and that his or her work is of consequential
economic benefit to the institution;

6. Seeking the elimination of all therapeutic or experimental practices which are coercive in nature
or which physically violate incarcerated persons (included in this category would be psycho-
surgery, most drug experimentation, aversion conditioning, pentothal interviews, electroshock,
and behavior modification programs which employ the denial of basic prisoners’ rights); and

7. Seeking the restructuring of therapy programs whereby prisoners can contract voluntarily with
independent, private therapists for services and professional monitoring of existing research
facilities and programs in prison and jails with respect to minimum national standards for
experimentation with human subjects and sound psychiatric methodology.
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HANDGUNS — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, nearly three out of four murders are impulsively committed by previously law-abiding citizens
during arguments with family members or their acquaintances; as

WHEREAS, for every robber stopped by a homeowner with a handgun, four homeowners or members of
their family are killed in gun accidents; as

WHEREAS, the US Supreme Court has repeatedly held (most recently in 1939 upholding the 1938
National Firearms Act) that the Second Amendment to the US Constitution only prohibits Congress from
restricting the right of each state to maintain an armed militia and does not create a right for individuals to
own guns;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges upon
the government of the United States the passage of legislation which would prohibit ownership or
possession of all handguns, except for: law enforcement officers; members of the armed forces; guards
and messengers while on duty; licensed pistol clubs for on-premise use; owners of permanently
inoperable handguns; and manufacturers, wholesalers, and dealers as merchandise onl; and.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That such legislation provide for strict control of handgun ammunition and
specify security measures to guard against theft or exempted handguns and ammunition, a six-month
period wherein handguns may be surrendered in return for reasonable compensation, and that the
unlawful possession of a handgun shall be made a felony.

REJECTION OF SENATE BILL
NO. 1 — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, Senate Bill #1, the Criminal Justice Reform Act of 1975, in attempting to reform the outdated
US Criminal Code, has presented us with an unparalleled threat to individual liberties, especially in
disregard of the First Amendment; and

WHEREAS, the bill is a massive, complicated measure so pervasively flawed it is inherently
unamendable;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association calls upon
Congress to reject this legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the member societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association and
the members of the societies be urged to communicate their concern to Congress.
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SUPPORT OF THE PHILIP L. ALLEN DEFENSE
COMMITTEE — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, Philip L. Allen, an active member of the First Unitarian Church of Los Angeles and a student
at Los Angeles City College, has been convicted of voluntary manslaughter in the shooting death of a Los
Angeles Sheriff’s Deputy; and

WHEREAS, following Philip’s conviction Judge Rittenband revoked his bail because Philip continued to
proclaim his innocence. The ACLU then entered the case and won reinstatement of Philip’s bail;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly urges that the State of
California begin an impartial investigation into the prosecution and trial of Philip Allen, and that Unitarian
Universalists who believe in his innocence support the Philip L. Allen Defense Committee.

COMMUNITY-BASED CORRECTIONAL
PROGRAMS — 1978 (GEN)

WHEREAS, community-based correctional programs (probation, parole, pretrial intervention, halfway
houses, work releases, etc.) are approximately six times less expensive than incarceration in prisons; and

WHEREAS, the rate of recidivism is very high for those let out of prison (80 percent of all felonies are
committed by repeaters), and when offenders are placed in jobs, which is more likely under community-
based programs, their rate of recidivism is two to three times less than that of offenders who do not
receive job assistance; and

WHEREAS, many experts, including correction officials, say that only 20 to 30 percent of present inmates
represent a danger to society and need to be securely confined; and

WHEREAS, there are many examples of successful locally involved community-based programs
(Saginaw Project, Michigan; California Probation Subsidy Programs; Sacramento and Stockton
Community Treatment Project, etc.); and

WHEREAS, community-based programs with community involvement provide a more humane approach
to the problem and facilitate the reintegration of the offender into society;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1978 General Assembly urges the Unitarian Universalist Association to
support and encourage the use of community-based, community-involved correction programs as an
alternative to incarceration in prison and urges that its member societies do the same; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges that descriptions of potential and existing
community-based projects be submitted to the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee where they will
be available for review by member societies as a resource of alternatives to incarceration.
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CAPITAL PUNISHMENT — 1979 (GEN)

WHEREAS, General Assemblies of the Unitarian Universalist Association have opposed capital
punishment by resolutions in 1961, 1966, and 1974; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned resolutions have urged complete abolition of capital punishment as
inconsistent with respect for human life; for its retributive, discriminatory, and non-deterrent character; and
opposed its restoration or continuance in any form; and

WHEREAS, the State of Florida has declared its intent to proceed with the executions of those under the
capital sentence in Florida prisons, numbering more than one hundred, and having begun with the
execution of John Spenkelink on May 25, 1979; and

WHEREAS, the Florida example may become precedent for a new wave of capital punishment in
numerous other states;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Governor of the State of Florida to commute all existing death sentences; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly urges Governors of all other states similarly to
commute death sentences and to prevent the restoration or continuance of capital punishment in any
form.

RESOLUTION ON BERNHARD GOETZ — 1985 (BD)

VOTED: That the Board of Trustees of the Unitarian Universalist Association, gathered in Regular
Session, has taken note of the Bernhard Goetz matter; and

While not second guessing the New York Grand Jury's evaluation of the evidence in this situation, or
minimizing either the many sociological factors bearing on and, perhaps, leading to the incident in
question, or what many citizens in New York feel are serious failures in the preservation of public safety,
the Board expresses its condemnation of:

1. What appears to be an excessive response to the bearer of an illegal handgun;
2. The widespread glorification of this action by the media and many individual citizens; and
3. The extent to which this public support of the taking of the law into his own hands by an individual

undercuts our entire system of laws and the responsible maintenance of public order.

The Board further wishes to express support of those public officials, television, radio and newspaper
reporters and commentators, and ordinary citizens who have stood up for the values and benefits of
civilized discipline, and against the encouragement of our basest instincts of retribution.
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THE EXECUTION OF MINORS AND THOSE WHO
ARE MENTALLY RETARDED — 1989 (GEN)

WHEREAS, President Schulz spoke in his report to the Assembly about the neglect of youth and the
need for racial justice in our society;

WHEREAS, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association covenant to affirm and
promote the inherent worth and dignity of every person;

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists have in the past voiced their opposition to the death penalty; and

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court on June 26, 1989 ruled that the execution of minors from
16 years of age as well as those persons who are determined to be mentally retarded is not a violation of
the United States Constitution;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1989 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association express its opposition to this decision; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges Congress and state
legislators to protect these classes of individuals.
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GUN CONTROL — 1991 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists affirm the inherent worth of every human life; and

BECAUSE: Safe coexistence within society requires reasonable compromise with the concept of absolute
personal liberty; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association passed, in 1972, a resolution
advocating mandatory licensing for the purchase and possession of all usable guns and, in 1976, a
resolution urging the passage of legislation restricting the ownership or possession of handguns; and

WHEREAS, in the United States legislation regarding firearms varies widely from state to state; and

WHEREAS, according to the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) in a report covering the
period 1986-1988:

1. Firearms are a leading cause of accidental death among children ages 14 and under in the
United States;

2. An estimated 130 million firearms exist in the United States, one for every two households;
and

3. Every year there are over 1 million “gun incidents,” including nearly 11,000 murders involving
firearms, 15,000 suicides, 1,900 accidental deaths, 175,000 criminal assaults committed with
firearms, 221,000 armed robberies, 90,000 forcible rapes, and over 200,000 gun-related
injuries; and

WHEREAS, many consumer products sold in North America are regulated to protect the public from
hazards associated with their use; and

WHEREAS, machine guns and semi-automatic and automatic assault weapons are highly powerful
weapons designed for the efficient destruction of life;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, its member congregations,
and individual Unitarian Universalists be encouraged to petition legislators to enact and support laws
such as:

1. The Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act of 1991 (HR7) in the United States, which is
intended to place nationally uniform, effective limitations on individual possession of
handguns, including waiting periods, licensing, and registration;

2. The “Mitchell Compromise”; and
3. Bill C-80 (1991) in Canada, which is intended to make the purchase of firearms more difficult;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, its member congregations,
and individual Unitarian Universalists be urged to petition legislators to include safety training programs
as a mandatory condition that must be met before firearms can be owned and used; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, its member congregations, and
individual Unitarian Universalists in the United States be urged to petition legislators to enact and support
laws banning private ownership or use of machine guns and semi-automatic and automatic assault
weapons.
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SUBSTANCE ABUSE — 1991 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists affirm the worth and dignity of every individual; and

BECAUSE: We affirm justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; and

WHEREAS, substance abuse is a prevalent response to economic, social, and psychological realities;
and

WHEREAS, substance abuse is hazardous to individuals and society; and

WHEREAS, attempts to deal with substance abuse which do not address the underlying causes of abuse
must ultimately fail; and

WHEREAS, the United States’ “War on Drugs,” which emphasizes the interdiction of supply and
criminalization of use, has:

1. Not been effective;
2. Fostered an illegal market with criminal side effects as harmful as the addictions

themselves;
3. Resulted in violations of civil liberties;
4. Resulted in interference in the internal affairs of other countries; and
5. Wasted resources which could have been used for education, prevention, treatment, and

rehabilitation; and

WHEREAS, decriminalization and legalization of controlled substances are subjects of debate in the
United States;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association encourage its member
congregations and individual Unitarian Universalists in the United States to call upon the United States
government to change the emphasis of its “War on Drugs”;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, its member congregations,
and individual Unitarian Universalists be urged to call upon all people and governments to:

1. Address the underlying economic, social, and psychological conditions which give rise to
substance abuse;

2. Increase education on the hazards of substance abuse;
3. Increase research on effective methods of prevention and treatment;
4. Increase funding for treatment and rehabilitation of substance abusers; and
5. Enable growers in source countries to replace drug crops with other economically rewarding

crops;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association promote the examination of the
ethical and social ramifications of decriminalization and legalization of controlled substances; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, through its Departments of
Social Justice and Religious Education, develop educational materials for all ages about substance
abuse; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association, its member congregations, and
individual Unitarian Universalists be encouraged to facilitate drug and alcohol rehabilitation programs and
promote their formation in their communities, offering subsidized meeting rooms when possible.
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END THE DEATH PENALTY — 2000 (AIW)

As the 39th Annual General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association held its Opening
Ceremony the evening of June 22, 2000, Gary Graham was executed by lethal injection in Huntsville,
Texas, the 222nd person to be executed in Texas since that state reinstated the death penalty eighteen
years ago, and the 135th person to be executed in that state in the past five years. Gary Graham, an
African American, was convicted of murder nineteen years ago, as a teenager, on the testimony of a
single witness. Multiple appeals were filed on his behalf at state and federal levels. They were repeatedly
denied. Graham did not go gently to his death. Claiming innocence to the end, he fought legally,
physically, spiritedly. Malcolm X was the inspiration for his final words: "There'll be one hundred more
years of lynching unless we do something fast and by any means necessary." The State of Tennessee,
on April 19, 2000, carried out the death penalty for the first time in forty years. There is reason to fear that,
having broken this precedent, Tennessee will move forward rapidly in capital punishment cases.

Since the death penalty was declared constitutional by the United States Supreme Court in 1976, the
number of states exercising the death penalty and the number of prisoners executed have increased
yearly. A similarly increasing number of religious and secular organizations, as well as public officials,
have questioned the fairness of the death penalty.

A moratorium on executions in Illinois was recently issued by the Governor of that state. Too many capital
convictions had been overturned to permit his conscience to stay clear if one more person took that long
walk.

Holding capital punishment as inconsistent with human life on account of its retributive, discriminatory,
and non-deterrent character, General Assemblies of the Unitarian Universalist Association have opposed
capital punishment restoration or continuance in any form (1961, 1966, 1974, and 1979).

How much longer will we, as a nation aspiring to democracy and fair play, condone capital punishment?
How much longer will we, as a nation aspiring to liberty and justice for all, condone the ultimate loss of
liberty for so many, whose numbers include a disproportionate percentage of persons of color?

As a community of faith promoting justice, equity, and compassion in human relations, we call for an end
to the death penalty. The 2000 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges:

1. The Governor of the State of Tennessee to commute all existing death sentences;
2. Governors of all other states to similarly commute death sentences and to prevent the

restoration or continuance of capital punishment in any form; and
3. Its member congregations to engage actively in efforts to eliminate the death penalty, to

work with other organizations in this effort, and to increase efforts to persuade governors
to forego capital punishment.
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HANDGUN LEGISLATION — 2000 (AIW)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists believe in the worth and dignity of everyone and have respect for all
life; and

WHEREAS, General Assemblies of the Unitarian Universalist Association have proposed national
handgun legislation in past years (1972, 1976, 1991); and

WHEREAS, handguns are too easily available in the United States through gun shows and second-party
purchases; and

WHEREAS, the number of deaths and injuries in the United States as a result of handguns, whether
intentional or unintentional, is many times greater than in any other industrialized nation in the world; and

WHEREAS, the number of suicides by handguns in the United States exceeds the number of other
deaths involving handguns; and

WHEREAS, handgun owners need to be held responsible for the possession of handguns and
consequences of their use, which process will be facilitated by handgun registration;

THEREFORE: The 2000 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its member
congregations to demand federal legislation requiring registration and licensing of handguns and to urge
the passing of legislation applicable to handguns such as H.R. 4066, a bill currently under consideration
in the United States House of Representatives, the passing of which would result in improved oversight of
current gun laws.
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ALTERNATIVES TO THE WAR ON DRUGS — 2002 (SOC)
OUR CALL TO END THE “WAR ON DRUGS” AS A MATTER OF CONSCIENCE

For more than thirty years, American public policy has advanced an escalating “war on drugs” that seeks
to eradicate illegal drugs from our society. It is increasingly clear that this effort has failed. Our current
drug policy has consumed tens of billions of dollars and wrecked countless lives. The costs of this policy
include the increasing breakdown of families and neighborhoods, endangerment of children, widespread
violation of civil liberties, escalating rates of incarceration, political corruption, and the imposition of United
States policy abroad. For United States taxpayers, the price tag on the drug offensive has soared from
$66 million in 1968 to almost $20 billion in 2000, an increase of over 30,000 percent. In practice the drug
war disproportionately targets people of color and people who are poverty-stricken. Coercive measures
have not reduced drug use, but they have clogged our criminal justice system with non-violent offenders.
It is time to explore alternative approaches and to end this costly war.

The war on drugs has blurred the distinction between drug use and drug abuse. Drug use is erroneously
perceived as behavior that is always out of control and harmful to others. Illegal drug use is thus
portrayed as threatening to society. As a result, drug policy has been closed to study, discussion, and
consideration of alternatives by legislative bodies. Yet many people who use both legal and illegal drugs
live productive, functional lives and do no harm to society.

As Unitarian Universalists committed to a free and responsible search for truth, we must protest the
misguided policies that shape current practice. We cannot in good conscience remain quiet when it is
becoming clear that we have been misled for decades about illegal drugs. United States government drug
policy makers mislead the world about the purported success of the war on drugs. They tell the public that
success is dependent upon even more laws restricting constitutional protections and the allocation of
billions of dollars for drug law enforcement. They mislead the public about the extent of corruption and
environmental degradation that the American war on drugs has left in its wake in other countries.

As Unitarian Universalists committed to affirming the inherent worth and dignity of every person and to
justice, equity, and compassion in human relations, we call for thoughtful consideration and
implementation of alternatives that regard the reduction of harm as the appropriate standard by which to
assess drug policies. We seek a compassionate reduction of harm associated with drugs, both legal and
illegal, with special attention to the harm unleashed by policies established in the war on drugs.

As Unitarian Universalists committed to respecting the interdependent web of existence of which we are a
part, we find irresponsible and morally wrong the practices of scorching the earth and poisoning the soil
and ground water in other countries to stop the production of drugs that are illegal in the United States.

As a community of faith, Unitarian Universalists have both a moral imperative and a personal
responsibility to ask the difficult questions that so many within our society are unable, unwilling, or too
afraid to ask. In asking these questions and in weighing our findings, we are compelled to consider a
different approach to national drug policy.

A DIFFERENT APPROACH

To conceive and develop a more just and compassionate drug policy, it is necessary to transform how we
view drugs and particularly drug addiction. Drug use, drug abuse, and drug addiction are distinct from one
another. Using a drug does not necessarily mean abusing the drug, much less becoming addicted to it.
Drug abuse issues are essentially matters for medical attention. We do not believe that drug use should
be considered criminal behavior. Advocates for harsh drug policies with severe penalties for drug use
often cite violent crime as a direct result of drug use. Drugs alone do not cause crime. Legal prohibition of
drugs leads to inflated street value, which in turn incites violent turf wars among distributors. The whole
pattern is reminiscent of the proliferation of organized crime at the time of alcohol prohibition in the early
twentieth century.

(Continued on Criminal Justice – 18)
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RENEW THE ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN—2004 (AIW)

The 1994 Assault Weapons Ban Law expires on September 13, 2004. This law outlaws nineteen specific
semi-automatic and other weapons. Some of these weapons can fire over 120 bullets per minute. These
weapons can be spray-fired from the hip. They have high-capacity ammunition magazines and shooters
can fire them over a wide area without aiming. These weapons have no practical use in sports such as
hunting or target shooting. Their sole purpose is to assault and kill human beings.

This law is not perfect in its present form. Existing assault weapons were grandfathered and the
manufacturers’ practice of changing the names and identities of weapons to allow new ones has rendered
the law ineffectual. Semi-automatic weapons have been used in several tragic multiple shootings, such as
those at Columbine High School in 1999, sniper attacks in Washington, DC, in 2002, and shootings at
Case Western Reserve University in 2003.

Despite its imperfections, the existing ban on assault weapons has been shown to decrease the number
of assault weapon-linked crimes by 67 percent compared to all gun-related crimes.
If the Assault Weapons Ban is not renewed, AK-47s and Uzis will be legally manufactured and sold in the
United States.

President Ronald Reagan supported the original ban. Presidents Gerald R. Ford, Jimmy Carter, and
William Jefferson Clinton all endorse banning assault weapons. President George W. Bush has
expressed support for renewal of the Assault Weapons Ban but has yet to take any action.

Seventy-seven percent of United States citizens and 66 percent of gun owners favor renewal of this ban.
Many organizations and individuals have supported renewal, including the mayors and police chiefs of
major cities, most law enforcement agencies, the National Council of Churches, the League of Women
Voters, and Physicians for Social Responsibility.

Unitarian Universalist Association General Assemblies have passed a number of resolutions supporting
gun control in general and banning assault weapons, including those passed in 1972, 1976, and 1991.
Based on these resolutions, the UUA Office for Advocacy and Witness has issued alerts on renewing the
Assault Weapons Ban.

Now more needs to be done. Congress has not yet acted. Time is growing short. Less than three weeks
remain for legislative action.

THEREFORE: The delegates to the 2004 General Assembly call upon the member congregations of the
Unitarian Universalist Association, their individual members and friends, and affiliated organizations to
immediately contact their representatives in Congress and demand that they introduce and pass
legislation to renew and strengthen the Assault Weapons Ban.
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND PRISON REFORM — 2005 (SOC)
As Unitarian Universalists, we are committed to affirming the inherent goodness and worth o f each of us.
As Americans, we take pride in our constitutional promise of liberty, equality, and justice for all, including
those who have violated the law. Yet the incarceration rate in the United States is five- to tenfold that of
other nations, even those without such a constitutional promise. Our corrections system is increasingly
rife with inequitable sentencing, longer terms of d etention, racial and ethnic profiling, and deplorable jail
and prison conditions and treatment . The magnitude of injustice and inequity in this system stands in
stark contrast to the values that our nation—and our faith—proclaim. We are compelled to witness this
dissonance between what America proclaims for criminal justice and what America practices. We offer an
alternative moral vision of a justice system that operates in harmonious accord with our values as a
community of faith. This vision includes the presumption of innocence, fair judicial p roceedings, the
merciful restoration of those who have broken the law, the renunciation of torture and other abusive
practices, and a fundamental commitment to the dignity and humane treatment of everyone in our society,
including prisoners.

THE CURRENT CRISIS

In 2004, the United States incarcerated 2.2 million people in its prisons and jails. Among industrialized
nations, the United States incarcerates the largest percentage of its population . There are also stark
disparities in the racial composition of our nation's prisons, as African Americans account for fully half of
the prison population and comprise only thirteen percent of the total population. Costs of imprisonment
have increased due to state legislatures criminalizing an increasing number of activities, mandatory
incarceration, and mandatory minimum sentencing. In response to these increased costs as well as
lobbying by industry groups, state legislatures have increasingly privatized prisons, introducing profitability
into the already conflicted structure of prison funding. Post-9/11 public fears have intensified the
perceived need for retributive policies and have undermined those that are redemptive, rehabilitative, and
restorative. Elected leaders and their constituents commonly conspire in this politics of fear.

Although Americans take great pride in the freedoms we espouse, the American prison system violates
basic human rights in many ways. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which the United States
endorsed in 1948, states in Article 5, “No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.” American correctional practice often subjects inmates to abusive
treatment, such as torture and rape, and neglects basic human needs such as health care and nutrition.
Some suspects are detained without charge, legal counsel, or access to family. While indigent defendants
have exactly the same rights to competent counsel as non-indigent defendants, in many states indigent
defendants are not provided equality of representation.

The American penchant for retribution squanders opportunities for redemption, rehabilitation, and
restoration of the individual offender. Failures in the criminal justice system have created a
disenfranchised, stigmatized class who are predominantly from lower-income backgrounds, poorly
educated, or from racial and ethnic minorities. The punishment for crime is often simply separation from
society, and the sentence one serves is the punishment. In our penal system, punishment often continues
even after those convicted have completed their sentence. They are often stripped of voting rights, denied
social services, and barred from many professions. If convicted of a drug crime, they become ineligible for
federal student loans to attend college. Our criminal justice system makes it exceedingly difficult for
anyone to reintegrate into society . People returning to their communities find that they lack opportunity,
skills, and social services to fully function in society and hold down jobs, maintain families, or participate
in their communities. Therefore, an unacceptable percentage of those released from our prisons and jails
recidivate.

Not all prisoners who enter the system leave. One of the most shameful aspects of our current criminal
justice system is the death penalty. Many countries have abandoned the practice of capital punishment.
Studies fail to demonstrate that the death penalty actually deters crime. While the United States Supreme
Court has ruled against the execution of juvenile offenders, the death penalty is still legal in the United
States. Experience shows that judges and juries wrongly convict defendants.

(Continued on Criminal Justice – 22)
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ECONOMIC JUSTICE
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MIGRATORY WORKERS — 1961 (GEN)

WHEREAS, migratory workers are the most disadvantaged group in our population with below-minimum
wages, sub-standard health and housing, and restricted opportunities for their children; and

WHEREAS, protections of social legislation established for the benefit of industrial workers are non-
existent for migratory workers, and such non-existence constitutes special discrimination against the
agricultural worker and his family;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association send letters to Senator
Harrison Williams, Jr., the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of Agriculture and to the President’s
Committee on Migratory Labor, urging them to recommend to Congress passage and vigorous
enforcement of the legislative program that has been drawn up by the Senate Sub-Committee on
Migratory Labor which will accomplish the following:

1. Provide for an agricultural minimum wage (Resolution S. 1122);
2. Prohibit agricultural child labor (S. 1123);
3. Provide for the education of migrant children (S. 1124);
4. Provide for the education of migrant adults (S. 1125);
5. Require the registration of agricultural labor contractors (S. 1126);
6. Assist in the providing of housing for domestic farm labor (S. 1127);
7. Make the provisions of the National Labor Relations Act applicable to agriculture (S. 1128);
8. Provide for the stabilization of the farm work force (S. 1129);
9. Supply improved health services for migrant families (S. 1130);
10. Supply improved welfare services for migrant children (S. 1131); and
11. Establish a Citizen’s Council on Migratory Labor (S. 1132).
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POVERTY — 1964 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the President of the United States has stated that one-fifth of all American families have
resources inadequate to meet their basic needs and has announced a war on poverty in America and has
called for a cooperative effort to deal with its causes and cures; and

WHEREAS, the blight of poverty is most keenly felt by members of unskilled minority groups, workers
displaced by automation, the aged, migrant workers, and the residents of chronically depressed areas;
and

WHEREAS, societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association have a compelling responsibility in this
cooperative effort;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association declare poverty in the midst
of plenty intolerable to the religious conscience and incompatible with our principles of economic justice;
and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urge the individual societies
and their members to support the President’s proposed programs to:

1. Expand and improve programs for economic development in chronically depressed areas;
2. Provide adequate education and vocational training for youth and retraining for displaced

workers;
3. Recognize and meet the needs of the aged; and
4. Appropriate special school aid funds to accelerate education for culturally deprived children;

and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalists individually be urged to enter into person-
to-person relationships with those who are economically, socially, politically and culturally deprived to the
end that all citizens may fulfill their highest human potentialities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That our churches and fellowships be urged to expand opportunities for
the cultural advancement of the socially disadvantaged in their communities.

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY — 1965 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the 88th Congress of the United States enacted the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 in an
effort to combat poverty;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association support adequate
appropriations in the Congress and vigor in the activities of the administration to implement the act; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That constituent churches and fellowships be urged to participate in every
appropriate way in the initiation, development and implementation of economic activity programs to
alleviate and prevent poverty in their communities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urge the Director of the
Economic Opportunity Program to enforce vigorously the Act’s provision that the poor must have
adequate and substantial representation on both the governing body and the policy advisory board of all
community programs.
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AGRICULTURAL EMPLOYMENT — 1966 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the United States has made consistent progress in the past decade in promoting the welfare
of its people by passage of labor and social legislation, such as collective bargaining, minimum wage,
social security, workmen’s compensation and child labor regulations, but has generally excluded certain
categories of workers, including agricultural workers; and

WHEREAS, the poverty of agricultural workers is well documented and among the most severe of any
group deserving of aid in the national war against poverty; and

WHEREAS, the degraded impoverishment of these “excepted” workers disgraces the richest of nations,
drains welfare funds and impairs the economic and social health of the community; and

WHEREAS, competitive disadvantages hinder each state from independently correcting this evil;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association reaffirms its 1961
resolution on Migratory Workers asking for collective bargaining rights for agricultural workers, extension
of the minimum wage and hours legislation to cover male and female agricultural workers, extension of the protection of
child labor laws to children working in agriculture, and creation of a voluntary farm employment service
under the United States Employment Service; and now further urges federal and state legislation to:

1. Broaden the coverage of farm workers under the Social Security insurance programs;
2. Extend and expand the Migrant Health Act;
3. Further restrict programs providing for the temporary importation of foreign contract farm

workers and the so-called green card immigration system; and
4. Extend state unemployment insurance and workmen’s compensation laws to include

agricultural workers, together with the establishment of an interstate system to maintain up-to-
date records of all payments made, and to pool contributions made by employers in different
states.
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EASTMAN KODAK DISPUTE
WITH FIGHT I — 1967 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association currently owns several thousand shares of stock in the
Eastman Kodak Company (Kodak); and

WHEREAS, under date of December 20, 1966, a written agreement was executed by Kodak and FIGHT
concerning the hiring of unemployed people; and

WHEREAS, on December 23, 1966, Kodak repudiated the written agreement dated December 20, 1966:

THE SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION:

1. DEPLORES the December 23, 1966 action of Kodak in repudiating the December 20, 1966
agreement signed by its negotiating team chairman and the president of FIGHT. The distress
and concern of the General Assembly is based on the negation of the religious principle of re-
spect for the integrity and dignity of persons by this action of Kodak on December 23, 1966.
The principles underlying this concern are stated in the purposes and objectives of the Associa-
tion as set forth in its Constitution. The negative impact of this repudiation on Rochester’s growing Negro
population was and is incalculable. It critically weakened the base of trust and confidence within
the Rochester community. The moral issue raised by this action is far larger than the
personalities and tactics of the two leaderships involved;

2. CALLS upon Kodak to honor the principles embodied in the December 20, 1966 agreement
and to move directly towards their implementation, thus honoring the integrity and dignity of
both Kodak and FIGHT representatives and moving directly to develop the trust and confidence
so desperately necessary within American communities today;

3. RECOGNIZES and endorses the actions taken by the UUA Executive Committee on April 20,
1967, and the UUA Board of Trustees on May 1, 1967 in regard to this matter;

4. CALLS upon the UUA Board of Trustees to discharge its responsibility of exercising the voting
power represented by the shares of Kodak stock owned by the Unitarian Universalist Associa-
tion in support of the Association’s purposes and objectives;

5. CALLS upon the UUA Board of Trustees therefore to cooperate with FIGHT and with groups
which share our concern with this matter, including other religious bodies;

6. CALLS upon the UUA Board of Trustees to keep our member societies and the public informed
through appropriate announcements issued from time to time as to significant actions taken by
the UUA in connection with this matter; and

7. CALLS upon the Moderator and the President of the UUA to seek an audience immediately
with the chairman of the Board and the President of Kodak for an explanation of the company’s
intentions in connection with this situation.

EASTMAN KODAK DISPUTE
WITH FIGHT II — 1967 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1967 Unitarian Universalist Association General Assembly commends the
Unitarian Universalist churches of Rochester, New York, for their steadfastness on behalf of liberal reli-
gious principles and their courage in the face of intimidation in the Kodak-FIGHT controversy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That UUA Freedom Fund money be used if necessary to assist our
Rochester churches in carrying on their struggle on behalf of human dignity.
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FREEDOM BUDGET AND POVERTY — 1967 (GEN)

NOTING: That one-fifth of the population of the United States lives in poverty, which makes it difficult to
live with dignity;

NOTING: Also, that the United States has embarked upon an anti-poverty program which has had critical
cutbacks in funds and faces possible further reductions;

The Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Affirms that, in spite of the high cost of the Vietnam War, the country can afford effective
measures to eliminate poverty and must increase its efforts so that the living conditions and
aspirations of the poor will be raised; and

2. Proposes that a study be initiated by all member churches and fellowships of the A. Philip
Randolph Institute’s blueprint, A Freedom Budget for All Americans, which proposes the
expenditure of sufficient funds to eradicate poverty in the United States in the next decade.

INVESTMENT POLICY — 1967 (BUS)

THE SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION:

REQUESTS: The Board of Trustees of the Association, with the aid of the Department of Social Respon-
sibility, to exercise the power represented by the Association’s ownership of common stock as an effec-
tive instrument for promoting social justice by combating discriminatory business practices; and

REQUESTS: The Board of Trustees of the Association and member societies to consider devoting, con-
sistent with other program needs, a portion of their unrestricted funds, in relatively small amounts where
this is legally necessary, to enterprises having clearly stated policies and practices of non-discrimination,
including those which provide genuinely integrated housing in previously segregated areas, provided local
legal requirements are complied with; and

REQUESTS: The member societies to ask their individual members to do likewise; and

REQUESTS: The Association to compile and keep active a list of enterprises genuinely working towards
integrated housing in previously segregated areas and to make such list available upon request to
member societies.

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE — 1968 (BUS)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY RECOMMENDS that the Investment Committee consider:

1. Some investment in viable open housing projects; and
2. That a subcommittee of the Investment Committee be appointed to concern itself with social

implications of our corporate investments and that it consequently arrange to have our
Association represented at annual meetings of such corporations.
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POOR PEOPLE’S CAMPAIGN — 1968 (GEN)

THE SEVENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION URGES
support of the Poor People’s Campaign of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and endorses
the following legislative goals sought by the Poor People’s Campaign:

1. Meaningful jobs at adequate pay scales in both public and private sectors for the unemployed
and the under-employed, with the government to be employer of last resort, and effective
enforcement of anti-discrimination statutes;

2. A system of income maintenance, including a guaranteed minimum income for all, and family
allowances modeled after the Canadian program;

3. Welfare payments brought up to realistically defined minimum levels, with punitive and family-
disruptive qualifications rescinded;

4. Redoubled efforts at school desegregation and provision of quality education for all Americans
from kindergarten through college;

5. A massive program of building and renovation to provide decent housing, both for the poor and
for those on minimum income;

6. Adequate medical and dental care for all Americans to be implemented by a program of
national health insurance;

7. Reform of the law enforcement and judicial system to eliminate all forms of discrimination
against minority-group persons and those in poverty; and

8. Eliminate subsidies to farmers for non-production of crops and increase government distribution
of surplus food to the hungry.

GRAPE BOYCOTT — 1969 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1969 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Supports the rights of farm workers to organize and bargain collectively, without fear of discharge,
intimidation, or coercion for their involvement in union activity;

2. Urges Unitarian Universalists throughout the continent to boycott all American table grapes and
request their local store managers to remove them from their shelves; and

3. Affirms the right of dignity and justice for all men, and supports Mexican-Americans, Chicanos,
and Spanish-speaking Americans in their fight to secure their inalienable human rights.
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RIGHTS OF THE POOR — 1971 (GEN)

BELIEVING: That the rights of human beings include the rights to minimum income, adequate housing
and legal services and dignity in old age; and

BELIEVING: That it is the responsibility of government to secure, protect and defend these rights, and to
provide appropriate services to implement them;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The 1971 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
urges that the United States Government and the Government of Canada:

1. Provide family income through a program of income maintenance adequate to meet needs for
food, clothing and housing; and

2. Commit whatever resources are necessary to provide a decent home for every American and
Canadian family; and

3. Enact legislation to achieve equity in tenant-landlord relationships, protecting the rights of both
tenants and landlords; and

4. Enlarge legal services for the poor and disenfranchised throughout the United States and
Canada, with appropriate funding, without political harassment, manipulation and intimidation.

LETTUCE BOYCOTT — 1972 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1972 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association ask
member churches, fellowships, and constituencies in North America and abroad to refrain from
purchasing, serving, and eating iceberg lettuce unless it is clearly marked with the Black Eagle label of
the United Farm Workers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this cessation in purchasing, serving, and eating of iceberg lettuce
by churches, fellowships and constituencies continue until such time as meaningful contracts are entered
into between growers and the United Farm Workers’ Union; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly send a delegation to Phoenix, Arizona, to
meet with Cesar Chavez and express our concern over his health in fasting, and our concern for justice
for farm workers.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN THE INVESTMENT
OF ENDOWMENT FUNDS — 1972 (BUS)

RESOLVED: That the General Assembly recommends that the Board of Trustees:

1. Cooperate with other religious, educational and charitable organizations in the development of
programs to foster social responsibility in the investment of endowment funds and in the corpo-
rate management of companies in whose securities they invest;

2. Support such efforts financially from the budget of the Department of Education and Social
Concern;

3. Designate as a principal priority the development of a program concerned with the role of
American industry in the continuing exploitation and oppression of Blacks in Southern Africa, by
means of an intensive program of education conducted by the UUA through the Department of
Education and Social Concern and affiliated members; and

4. Such efforts be undertaken with special attention to the activities of corporations in matters
relating to war and peace, environmental protection and racial justice.
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BOYCOTT OF SAFEWAY AND
A&P STORES — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the 1972 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association adopted a resolution
asking member churches, fellowships, and constituencies to refrain from purchasing, serving, and eating
iceberg (head) lettuce unless it is clearly marked with the Black Eagle label of the United Farm Workers’
Union; and

WHEREAS, the Safeway and A&P chains set the pace of selling non-farm worker union iceberg lettuce in
the retail industry;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
member societies and the members of societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association and all others of
good will to refrain from patronizing Safeway and A&P stores until all iceberg (head) lettuce sold in those
stores is produced by growers under contract with the United Farm Workers’ Union and is marked with
the Black Eagle label.

CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
AND UUA INVESTMENTS — 1973 (GEN)

DESIRING: To promote better corporate social policies and practices in areas such as equal employment
opportunity for women and minorities, environmental protection, consumerism, foreign investment and
military production; and

KNOWING: That other denominations participating ecumenically with the UUA have responded by
developing a broad set of principles for action in this area;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the UUA Department of Education and Social Concern be
commended for their activity with the Interfaith Committee on Social Responsibility in Investments, which
they are urged to continue and expand; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Investment Committee be urged to invest the endowment funds of the
UUA in accordance with socially responsible criteria which should be developed in consultation with the
Department of Education and Social Concern, the UUA Board, the Interfaith Committee on Social
Responsibility in Investments, and others.

PRESIDENTIAL VETO OF SOCIAL
SERVICE PROGRAMS — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, many of the humanitarian programs initiated in the public interest in the United States over
the last decade and more are in danger of curtailment or termination because of executive impoundment
of funds voted by elected representatives of the people; and

WHEREAS, the loss of the programs would jeopardize the possibility for a higher quality of life for many
citizens of the United States;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1973 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association deplores
the impoundment of appropriated funds and urges that the President and/or the Congress of the United
States act to restore impounded funds for programs for public health, environmental protection, day care
centers, housing, urban development, community action, emergency employment assistance, research,
education, libraries and all welfare services.
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SUPPORT OF UFW BOYCOTT — 1974 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the 1972 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association adopted a resolution
asking member churches, fellowships, and constituencies to refrain from purchasing, serving, and eating
iceberg (head) lettuce unless it is clearly marked with the Black Eagle label of the United Farm Workers’
Union; and

WHEREAS, table grape growers and many wineries are now without contracts with the United Farm
Workers’ Union for their migrant and seasonal field hands;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association in the
United States and Canada urges member societies and members of societies to refrain from purchasing,
serving, and eating table grapes as well as iceberg (head) lettuce, unless these products are clearly
marked with the Black Eagle label of the United Farm Workers’ Union; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That member societies and members of societies purchase only those
continental wines certified by the UU Migrant Minister; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly urges a free secret plebiscite of the
Gallo workers, both employed and unemployed, and that the Gallo wineries, the Teamsters, and the
United Farm Workers accept impartial arbitration; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly calls upon the Congress to pass the
legislation providing that migrant and other farm workers are assured of the right to organize collectively
and the right to select representatives by secret ballot, on the same basis as other workers.

UU MIGRANT MINISTRY — 1975 (BUS)

WHEREAS, the work of the UU Migrant Ministry has been the subject of many favorable resolutions at
the General Assemblies for at least 10 years; and

WHEREAS, this is the critical year for the work of the UU Migrant Ministry; and

WHEREAS, the Fund for Racial Justice from which monies for this work have been allocated in the past
has not been placed in a position to be funded this year;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the UUA Board be urged to include in the Grants Section of the 1975-76 UUA
Budget an item of $14,500 for the UU Migrant Ministry. This item is requested to be included as the final
item in the Group I division of the Grants Section, below the item “District Programs”; it is further
requested that there be a reduction of the item “Sharing in Growth Program” by $4,500 and a reduction of
the item “Publicity and Television/Radio” by $10,000.
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FARM WORKER INITIATIVES — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association has supported the right of farm workers to organize
into a union for the purposes of collective bargaining with their employers, and has specifically supported
the nonviolent efforts of the United Farm Workers of America; and

WHEREAS, the ten-year struggle of farm workers in California has led to a major legislative breakthrough
that guarantees seasonal and year-round farm workers an opportunity to vote in a secret ballot election
for the union of their choice, and the California Agricultural Labor Relations Act is not holding elections in
California at this item because a minority of legislators allied with the growers and Teamsters has
successfully blocked refunding of the Agricultural Labor Relations Board; and

WHEREAS, the United Farm Workers have gathered 719,000 signatures on an initiative petition which
will put the Agricultural Labor Relations Act on the general election ballot in California in November in
order to ensure the continuation and funding of the law;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association in General Assembly
encourages its friends and constituents in California to lend support to the farm worker initiative which will
be voted on by all the people of California, November 2, 1976; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association calls on its constituents to
support California-type collective bargaining legislation for farm workers in Florida and other states where
the United Farm Workers have begun an organizing drive and are seeking support for such labor
legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges all persons of good will
in North America to seek out and purchase United Farm Worker label grapes and head lettuce to affirm
those growers who have bargained in good faith and as an incentive to growers who are procrastinating
in negotiations.

TAX REFORM — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the current tax structure in the United States is both unfair and inequitable, favoring the rich
(and especially the “Super-Rich”) at the expense of the working class, the poor, the unemployed, and the
elderly (especially those on fixed incomes); and

WHEREAS, our major cities, and some state governments, have been wavering on the brink of
bankruptcy, while taxes have been steadily increasing and the services these tax revenues are supposed
to provide have been drastically cut or in some cases eliminated altogether;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association urges the Congress to create a nonpartisan commission of professional tax experts, with
appropriate funding, to make a major study of the total structure of taxes—federal, state and local— with
a view to:

1. Elimination of inequities and loopholes;
2. Promoting incentive and economic growth; and
3. Formulating a unified and equitable tax structure encompassing the three levels of government-

federal, state and local.
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END OF TOBACCO PRICE
SUPPORT PROGRAM — 1978 (GEN)

WHEREAS, tobacco smoking is harmful to human health; and

WHEREAS, the world needs more food crops grown on the limited areas of fertile land; and

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Agriculture spends many millions of dollars each year to
support tobacco production; and

WHEREAS, such tax money should be used for more constructive purposes, not for the encouragement
of farming practices that are ultimately detrimental to consumers;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1978 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
United States Congress to terminate all price support programs for tobacco, beginning with the 1980 crop
of tobacco, and to establish a program funded over a four-year period by part of the money thus saved to
assist small farmers to convert from tobacco to the production of other commodities.

ECONOMIC JUSTICE — 1981 (BUS)

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists share a religious mandate for a worldwide social order which
promotes the supreme worth and dignity of every human personality; and

WHEREAS, we are challenged by the contradictions in ourselves and in our societies today which
prevent the implementation of the ideal; and

WHEREAS, we are cognizant of economic injustices as major threats to individual and collective security
and survival; and

WHEREAS, we deplore the human costs of systemic poverty; and

WHEREAS, current proposals by the federal government, and by many states and localities, would
deprive our less fortunate citizens of essential public benefits, or greatly reduce them, while at the same
time increasing the military budget and granting substantial tax concessions to corporations and high
income persons; and

WHEREAS, we seek to build upon our Unitarian Universalist heritage of justice and caring community;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1981 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Association to develop suitable materials to promote discussion of the statement: “Having historically
promoted political democracy, Unitarian Universalists should promote economic justice as well.”
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SOCIAL INVESTMENT/
CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY — 1981 (BUS)

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalists share a commitment to translating religious principles into practical
action; and

WHEREAS, Unitarian Universalist societies feel a responsibility for extending spiritual insights of the free
pulpit, of congregational decisions, educational group programs, and social concerns of committees and
church organizations into the wider community; and

WHEREAS, large corporations, by reason of their size, have substantial economic power and with it the
potential for good or ill; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association is a member of the Interfaith Center on Corporate
Responsibility;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1981 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Commends to its continental member societies the crucial importance of corporate responsibility;
2. Urges the UUA Section on Social Responsibility to develop and disseminate appropriate

educational resource materials that will assist community investigation of corporate policies and
will provide guidelines for investment and consumer action;

3. Urges churches and fellowships and affiliated organizations to examine their financial portfolios,
including holdings of stocks and bonds, with reference to ethical and societal considerations,
including levels of employment, and to direct their resources to those corporations which reflect
Unitarian Universalist values; and

4. Encourages individuals and families to apply similar considerations in banking, shopping, and
investing and, as stockholders, to introduce socially responsible items to the annual meeting
agendas of corporations whose managements need prodding.

“A CALL TO THE NATION” — APRIL 1983 (BD)

WHEREAS, more than 250,000 people participated in the historic March on Washington for jobs and
freedom on August 28, 1963; and

WHEREAS, the dream of jobs and freedom, peace and justice, has not materialized; and

WHEREAS, in commemoration of the historic March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King’s famous
“I Have a Dream” speech, a new Coalition of Conscience for Jobs, Peace and Freedom has called for a
massive March on Washington on August 27, 1983 as a recommitment to the justice tasks ahead;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association Board of Trustees endorses “A Call to the
Nation” and calls upon districts and local societies to :

1. Join with the Association in endorsement of “A Call to the Nation” in support of the new
Coalition for Conscience for Jobs, Peace and Freedom and the August 27, 1983 March on
Washington;

2. Mobilize UUs to join in the broad non-partisan March on Washington on August 27;
3. Join with the state and local civil rights, human rights and peace coalition efforts to ensure that

economic exigencies do not prevent anyone from participating in the March; and
4. Work for passage on federal, state and local legislation for jobs, peace and freedom which

protect the economic well-being of all people, particularly those who suffer racial discrimination.
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INTERFAITH ACTION FOR
ECONOMIC JUSTICE — 1985 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association has repeatedly declared its
dedication to social and economic justice as a basic tenet of our common faith; and

WHEREAS, our dedication to economic justice has deep roots not only in philosophy and historic stands
of Universalist and Unitarian religious bodies, but also in the conviction of other faiths; and

WHEREAS, seventeen faith groups, which also share these deep roots, are banded together as Interfaith
Action for Economic Justice which for nearly two years has been producing a flow of information;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1985 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
President and the Board of Trustees of the Association to:

1. Consider promptly the denomination’s potential benefit from stronger participation in the work of
Interfaith Action for Economic Justice in enriching our understanding of economic justice issues
and increasing the effectiveness of our existing programs;

2. Specifically appoint a high-ranking official representative to Interfaith Action; and
3. Allocate financial support to Interfaith Action as an effective means of implementing our

dedication to economic justice.

POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT — 1985 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the United States Constitution mandates the government to establish justice and promote the
general welfare; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association affirms the inherent worth and dignity of every person;
and

WHEREAS, the issues of poverty and unemployment are also of great concern to Canadians; and

WHEREAS, the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops’ draft pastoral letter states that, “Society
has a moral obligation to take the necessary steps to ensure that no one among us is hungry, homeless,
unemployed, or otherwise denied what is necessary to live with dignity”; and

WHEREAS, other religious and secular organizations have expressed similar concerns;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1985 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association asks our
governments to create programs to reduce poverty and unemployment, provide job training, and aid
hungry and homeless persons; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That moneys be taken from the military budget and instead be allocated
for the purpose of eliminating poverty and hunger in North America; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly endorses the principle that every person has an
inherent and moral right to work at a meaningful wage, food, clothing and shelter.
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RESOLUTION COMMENDING U.S.
CATHOLIC CONFERENCE — JANUARY 1985 (BD)

VOTED: That the Board of Trustees of the Unitarian Universalist Association commends the US
Conference of Catholic Bishops for generating a new level of public discourse on ethical norms for
economic life by its release on November 12, 1984, of the first draft of a Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social
Teaching and the US Economy. As a religious association, we join the Bishops in efforts to generate a
more just economic system which promotes the supreme worth and dignity of every human person, and
pledge to urge our members to utilize the draft as a basis for reflection, discussion and action.

GRAPE BOYCOTT — OCTOBER 1986 (BD)

WHEREAS, the real and potential worth, dignity, and health of farm workers is currently threatened by
practices in agricultural communities which threaten the entire eco-system; and

WHEREAS, it has been documented by the National Farm Worker Ministry and others that grape growers
are now using deadly pesticides that poison farm workers, and cause cancer and birth defects in infants;
and

WHEREAS, it is reported that over 300,000 farm workers are poisoned each year by pesticides (World
Resources Institute); and

WHEREAS, the United Farm Workers of America have developed a “Wrath of Grapes” campaign to alert
consumers about pesticides which are used on grapes, about the pesticide residue which remains on the
grapes which consumers buy, and about the ways in which these pesticides harm farm workers; and

WHEREAS, the “Wrath of Grapes” boycott of fresh table grapes has been endorsed by the national Farm
Worker Ministry, and experienced interfaith organization with 66 years of service with and to farm workers
and now providing ministry to pesticide victims;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association endorses and supports the
boycott of fresh table grapes and urges its member societies and individual Unitarian Universalists to
observe the boycott, educate themselves and speak publicly about the pesticide dangers, and consider
donations to the National Farm Worker Ministry, 111-A Fairmont Avenue, Oakland, CA 94611, for their
advocacy of farm worker justice and serve to pesticide victims; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly Planning Committee and other continental
gathering committees be urged to convey to conference site personnel that Unitarian Universalists wish to
observe the existing fresh table grape boycott.

SHELL BOYCOTT — JUNE 1986 (BD)

VOTED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association endorse the international Royal Dutch Shell Boycott
campaign.
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HOUSING FOR THE HOMELESS — 1988 (GEN)

Recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of every human being, we as Unitarian Universalists hold that
access to affordable, habitable housing is a fundamental right in a just society.

WHEREAS, hundreds of thousands of people are homeless and living in the streets; and

WHEREAS, current U.S. governmental policies restrict and eliminate funding that has assisted local
governments and communities in developing low-cost housing; and

WHEREAS, public and private policies, such as withdrawal of funds for maintenance, upscaling of low-
rent dwellings, and exclusionary zoning, are causing deterioration of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, making needed shelter available can best be achieved by combined efforts between
government and the private sector; and

WHEREAS, solutions for long-term homelessness must alleviate the growing scarcity of housing for the
impoverished;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association affirms access to affordable,
habitable housing as a just and achievable goal and calls upon its member societies:

1. To work to establish, strengthen, and fund programs to assist low-income individuals, families,
and the homeless on local, state, provincial, and national levels;

2. To identify and support cooperative community efforts that offer creative approaches in
developing housing for the impoverished in economically integrated settings;

3. To encourage the provision of appropriate community-based housing for disabled and
chronically mentally ill persons;

4. To work to provide not only long-term housing but also transitional housing with social services
for families and individuals, as well as emergency short-term shelter that will assure safety,
privacy, and dignity for persons in need;

5. To explore and support preventive approaches to the problems of homelessness among
families, the de-institutionalized, the unemployed, the disabled, the elderly, runaways, and
victims of abuse; and

6. To advocate legislation and funding at national, provincial, state, and local levels which will
alleviate the immediate misery of homelessness and stem the tide of homelessness by
addressing the permanent housing needs of low-income individuals and families.
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A JOB, A HOME, A HOPE — 1995 (GEN)

The necessaries of life...may, accurately enough, be distributed under the several heads
of Food, Shelter, Clothing, Fuel; for not till we have secured these are we prepared to
entertain the true problems of life with freedom and a prospect of success...

—from Walden, by Henry David Thoreau, 1854

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists affirm the inherent worth and dignity of every person; and

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists promote justice, equity, and compassion in human relations; and

WHEREAS, Homelessness in North America is at a crisis level and continues to grow among youth,
children, and adults; and

WHEREAS, if large numbers of people cannot earn enough to provide “the necessaries of life,” the
tragedy of homelessness will increase; and

WHEREAS, many people are unable to provide basic shelter for themselves and their families because of
poor educational preparation, inadequate job skills, low wages, scarcity of affordable day care, and the
epidemic of domestic violence, a lack of safe, decent, affordable housing, or denial of access to quality
health care; and

WHEREAS, physical illness, physical disability, mental illness, or addiction to drugs or alcohol prevent
some members of our society from living independently, or seeking or holding jobs; and

WHEREAS, the present economic system does not offer a path to stable employment and decent
housing for large segments of our society;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its member
congregations and individual Unitarian Universalists to work in coalition with community activists to
ensure that every member of our society has the opportunity for:

1. A job: creation of more jobs paying living wages and more effective job-training programs;
2. A home: development of more safe, decent, affordable housing; and
3. A hope: support of private and public programs that empower people of all ages who are

homeless to improve their own lives, that reduce dependency, and that address the root causes
of homelessness.
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ACTIONS OF CONSCIENCE TO END
SWEATSHOP ABUSES — 1997 (AIW)

Over the next eight months (through the holidays), we will have the opportunity to unite all the current
campaigns pressing for greater corporate accountability for human rights. On Saturday, October 4, 1997,
a Day of Conscience to End Sweatshop Abuses will be co-sponsored by the National Labor Committee,
the People of Faith Network, the United Methodist Church Women’s Division, and the Union of Needle
Trade Industrial & Textile Employees (UNITE). There will be vigils, actions, street theater, and community
education to call attention to the plight of sweatshop workers in the United States and abroad. The Day of
Conscience to End Sweatshop Abuses is part of a larger campaign to push the newly-created
Presidential Task Force on Sweatshops toward developing an accord requiring companies to: (1) pay
their workers a living wage; and (2) allow independent monitoring of their working conditions. With the
Presidential Task Force in place, a coalition of interfaith and diverse grassroots and union groups can
exert an influence which can actually help to improve the lives of poor working people. During the crucial
holiday season, concerned consumers can support the companies which have signed the accord and
withhold support from those which have not.

The 1997 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association calls on Unitarian Universalists in
congregations and in coalitions with other denominations, grassroots community, and workers’ advocacy
organizations to:

1. Urge the Presidential Task Force on Sweatshops to develop an accord whereby companies
commit to a living wage for their workers and to independent monitoring of working conditions;

2. Participate in the Day of Conscience to End Sweatshop Abuses on October 4, 1997; and
3. Participate in the Holiday Season of Conscience by using our economic power to support

companies willing to pay and treat workers fairly and to withdraw our support from those
companies which are not willing to do so.
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WORKING FOR A JUST
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY — 1997 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists covenant to affirm and promote justice, equity, and compassion in
human relations; and

WHEREAS, current global economic, social, and political developments have brought about greater
concentration of wealth and economic power in the hands of major corporations and wealthy individuals
while resulting in a lower standard of living and growing lack of opportunity for many people; and

WHEREAS, in the United States there is increasing disparity between the wealthiest ten percent and the
remainder of the population; and

WHEREAS, democracy is at risk as wealthy individuals and corporations continue to dominate the United
States political process; and

WHEREAS, many corporations benefit from preferential treatment in the form of grants, subsidies, and
tax deductions, frequently referred to as “corporate welfare,” while increasingly neglecting their moral
obligation to the welfare of their employees, communities, and the global ecosystem; and

WHEREAS, government funding for social programs is declining while spending for penal institutions is
escalating; and

WHEREAS, access to legal recourse has been reduced and restricted at the same time that public
assistance is being administered through state block grants with the likelihood that such funds will be
reduced or diverted to other uses; and

WHEREAS, we now see massive numbers of people who are homeless, children who are impoverished,
people working for below poverty-level pay, environmental degradation, lack of adequate health care, and
erosion of workers’ rights; and

WHEREAS, the poor, immigrants, racial minorities, unemployed, and aged are unjustly blamed for the
perceived decline in the quality of life of upper and middle income groups;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its member
congregations and individual Unitarian Universalists in the United States to work in cooperation with
Unitarian Universalists for a Just Economic Community, other public-spirited organizations, and
individuals in support of a more just economic community, and toward that objective to implement
practices in our own congregations which are congruent with the intent of this resolution, and to work
specifically in favor of mechanisms such as:

1. A true single minimum wage, applicable to all workers, that provides an adequate standard of
living;

2. A full employment policy, utilizing public works, if necessary, to supplement employment levels
achieved by private enterprise;

3. Government restrictions and consumer boycotts, where appropriate, on the import of goods
produced under substandard conditions, forced labor, child labor, very low wages, or conditions
that contribute to environment degradation;

4. A more equitable federal tax system, including more progressive income tax rates, with fewer
preferential provisions for high income corporations and individuals, greater earned income
credits for low wage earners, and fair exemptions for middle income taxpayers;

5. More effective limits on the concentration of ownership of major businesses, particularly in the
fields of banking, insurance, utilities, communications, pharmaceuticals, and health
organizations, accompanied by effective price controls where no substantial competition exists;

6. A universal health plan, covering the basic needs of all individuals, with adequate freedom of
choice, and with a “single payer” system to reduce administrative costs and inequities in
treatment;

(Continued on Economic Justice – 21)
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WORKING FOR A JUST ECONOMIC COMMUNITY
(Continued from Economic Justice – 20)

7. Reform of labor legislation and employment standards to provide greater protection for workers,
including the right to organize and bargain collectively, protection from unsafe working
conditions, and protection from unjust dismissal;

8. Reform of labor legislation and employment standards to provide greater protection for workers,
including “workfare” recipients and prison inmates;

9. Periodic review, renewal, or, if necessary, revocation of corporate charters, depending on
assessment of performance consistent with the public interest;

10. Fair access to fully funded legal aid for the poor; and
11. Equitable funding of public education, without regard to local economic conditions.
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ECONOMIC INJUSTICE, POVERTY AND RACISM:
WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! — 2000 (SOC)

We, the member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist Association, hereby rededicate ourselves to
the pursuit of economic justice, an end to racism, and an end to poverty. We recognize that racism is a
major contributor toward economic injustice. We pledge ourselves to strive to understand how racism and
classism perpetuate poverty and to work for the systemic changes needed to promote a more just
economy and compassionate society. Together, we can make a difference.

Economic injustice persists in spite of the longest period of economic prosperity in our history. The gap
between the rich and the poor continues to widen. Tens of millions, particularly children, women, and the
elderly live in poverty, a disproportionate share of whom are ethnic and racial minorities.

Working for a just society is central to our Unitarian Universalist faith. An economically just society is one
in which 1) government and private institutions promote the common economic good and are held
accountable; 2) all people have equal opportunity to care for themselves and their families; and 3)
individuals take responsibility for the effects of their actions on their own and others' lives. Conversely,
racism encourages people to perpetuate a system of privileges and economic rewards that opens the
door of opportunity much wider for some than for others. This should not be tolerated.

We must look both inward and outward as we organize ourselves for action within our congregations and
beyond. Looking inward, the 1997 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urged
Unitarian Universalists to examine carefully our own conscious and unconscious racism and to work
toward our transformation to an anti-racist, multi-cultural institution. The Unitarian Universalist community
has only begun its soul-searching toward the goal of becoming more inclusive and affirming. We
acknowledge the lack of racial and economic diversity within most of our congregations. However, having
diverse congregations is not the only way to understand injustice in our society. Looking outward, our
1997 General Assembly also called upon Unitarian Universalists to work for a more just economic
community. We can learn much and accomplish much by joining and creating community organizations in
which diverse groups of people work together on economic justice issues, hold community leaders
accountable, and monitor those leaders' efforts toward achieving systemic improvements.

Our work for economic justice must include

1. Support for fair wages and benefits;
2. Access to adequate housing, social services, child care, adult daycare, education, health care,

legal services, financial services, and transportation;
3. The removal of environmental and occupational hazards that disproportionately affect low-

income people;
4. Respect for treaty rights of First Nations and Native American Tribes;
5. Government and corporate policies that promote economic investment in the urban core and

rural communities;
6. A more equitable criminal justice system;
7. Tax systems that prevent affluent individuals and corporations from sheltering assets and

income at the expense of those less privileged; and
8. Campaign reforms that ensure equal access to the electoral process regardless of wealth.

As Unitarian Universalists, we have a religious and moral obligation to challenge complacency in
ourselves and in our communities. We commit to fighting injustice wherever we find it. We acknowledge
that this may disturb our own comfort and require us to broaden our interest to include the greater good of
an economically just and compassionate community. We will learn much as we do this work.

(Continued on Economic Justice – 23)
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ECONOMIC INJUSTICE, POVERTY AND RACISM: WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
(continued from Economic Justice – 22)

Historically, Unitarians and Universalists have often been in the forefront of social reform. Our history
teaches that social change does not come easily and is not without risk. Nevertheless, at the beginning of
this new century, let us recommit to justice, equity, and compassion in human relations. Let us embrace
our responsibility to help create a more just world. Let us continue to reflect and organize for action within
our congregations and beyond our doors. Let us not concede that economic injustice, poverty, and racism
are tolerable.



Economic Justice - page 24
Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations

(617) 742-2100 http://www.uua.org

ENDORSING THE JUBILEE 2000 CAMPAIGN TO
CANCEL THE CRUSHING INTERNATIONAL DEBT OF

IMPOVERISHED COUNTRIES —2000
(BD)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations is a proponent of peace, liberty, and
justice for all people; and

WHEREAS, millions of poor people in highly indebted countries are prevented from enjoying an equitable
share in the fruits of the earth and cannot live in dignity nor meet their family's basic needs because debt
repayment has stifled economic development; and

WHEREAS, high levels of debt divert scarce resources from health care, education, clean water and
other socially beneficial programs to make debt service payments, and the poorest in these indebted
societies are most hurt by this diversion of their governments' resources; and

WHEREAS, increased need for foreign currency in poor countries to repay international debt encourages
export of cash crops that results in heavy overuse of the land and destruction of the environment; and

WHEREAS, much of the debt results from borrowing that has benefited primarily the rich while the burden
of repaying the debt falls heavily on poor people, and can not be paid without causing great social and
environmental harm to the most impoverished members of society; and

WHEREAS, advocates worldwide for action to address the crushing international debt crises of poor
countries recall the biblical concept of Jubilee, a time when slaves are set free, debts are canceled, and a
new beginning is created for people whose lives have been degraded by indebtedness; and

WHEREAS, the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund have introduced the highly indebted
poor countries initiative (HIPC) to comprehensively address the debt of poor countries, but the initiative is
limited and will not sufficiently lift the crushing burden on the poor; and

WHEREAS, Jubilee 2000, a worldwide grassroots movement, calls for the cancellation of the poorest
countries' debt in the year 2000 in order to create a debt free start to the 21st Century for a billion people;
and

WHEREAS, religious groups form the core of Jubilee 2000/USA's grassroots action and education
campaign, including: African Methodist Episcopal Church, American Jewish World Service, Catholic
Relief Services, Church of the Brethren, Church Women United, Church World Service—National Council
of Churches of Christ in the USA, The Episcopal Church, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
Lutheran World Relief, Muslim Public Affairs Council, NETWORK—A National Catholic Social Justice
Lobby, Presbyterian Church/USA, Sojourners, Union of American Hebrew Congregations, United Church
of Christ/Office of Church and Society, United Methodist Church—Board of Global Ministries, and the
Unitarian Universalist Service Committee; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations has affirmed in numerous
statements, beginning in 1964, that "poverty in the midst of plenty [is] intolerable to the religious
conscience and incompatible with our principles of economic justice";

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations reaffirms
its commitment to ending poverty and economic injustice; and

ENDORSES: Jubilee 2000/USA's call for a time of Jubilee and debt cancellation that benefits ordinary
people and facilitates their participation in determining the scope, timing and conditions of debt relief as
well as the future direction and priorities of their national and local economies; and

(Continued on Economic Justice – 25)
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ENDORSING THE JUBILEE 2000 CAMPAIGN

(Continued from Economic Justice – 24)

URGES: The United States government to use its leadership in the international community to support
and promote a program of debt cancellation for impoverished countries that reduces poverty, and
restores economic and environmental justice for people who have borne the major burden of their
countries' indebtedness; and

REQUESTS: That the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations Washington Office for Faith in
Action join interfaith partnerships to advocate for cancellation of the unsustainable debt of impoverished
countries; and

CALLS: On its member congregations and individual Unitarian Universalists to join this worldwide
movement for economic justice by educating their constituencies about the global problem of debt and by
engaging in the Jubilee 2000 Campaign.
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RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION IS OUR
MORAL IMPERATIVE — 2001 (SOC)

Preface
Material comforts that we enjoy in the United States and Canada come at a greater cost than we often
realize. Our two countries, together with other industrial nations, consume a disproportionately large
share of the natural resource base that sustains life on earth. While the United States and Canada alone
account for only 6 percent of the world's population, we consume over 40 percent of the world's
resources.

Some of us feel entitled to live lives of material comfort. Our pursuit of happiness puts us on a treadmill of
material acquisition and conspicuous consumption. Advertising, marketing, and peer pressure keep the
treadmill turning. Perhaps our sense of entitlement comes from a spiritual emptiness; we hope that
material acquisitions will feed our hunger for deeper meaning.

The Cost of Consumption
The price we pay individually for the goods and services we consume does not reflect their ultimate cost.
The hidden cost of irresponsible consumption is often far removed from the point of purchase or use. It is
often difficult to document. The ultimate cost includes the price we pay up-front and the hidden price paid
by present and future generations when our actions increase human suffering and lead to the extinction
of species, degradation of the environment, and depletion of natural resources. Our planet’s natural
resources are finite. We are depleting those resources at a rate that far exceeds the living system’s
natural capacity to replenish, cleanse, and sustain life.

We have a responsibility to the earth and all of its creatures. We need to raise to consciousness the moral
imperative of responsible consumption habits at home, at work, and in our religious communities. Our
goal should be sustainability—a balance between the human impact on the natural world and the world’s
ability to support life indefinitely. A great deal of good work is being done by economists, businesses, and
others to implement sustainability concepts, from which we can learn to change our thinking, habits, and
practices. Individuals, groups, private interests, and government all need to change. Sustainability is
possible when there is a dynamic balance of the economy, the environment, and the social system in a
given community.

An Ethic of Responsible Consumption
The emerging ecological ethic values conservation, demands frugality, encourages saving, and
emphasizes connectedness and community. Embracing this ethic makes socially responsible
consumption more achievable. Individuals consume according to their need, ability, and taste;
nonetheless, this consumption can, and should, be tempered by a collective ethic valuing the interests of
the greater community as much as the entitlements of each individual.

Moral values about responsible consumption can no longer be drawn from an ethic that assumes that our
planet is available for us to exploit to fulfill our needs and pleasures. Our global dominion is limited, and
we have already begun to encounter its limits. By continuing to follow an obsolete ethic, we are likely to
cause irreparable harm to our ecosystem. We must cast away this ethic and begin to replenish what we
take. We must work to restore and preserve what the interdependent web of life will need to sustain itself
indefinitely.

Unitarian Universalism Calls Upon Us
Our Unitarian Universalist faith calls upon us to approach the ethic of responsible consumption with a
passion for seeking truth, a thirst for making justice, a vision of interdependence, and a willingness to re-
examine our individual actions and beliefs. Becoming responsible consumers means putting into action
our religious Principles of the inherent worth and dignity of all people and the interdependent web of
existence of which we are a part.

(Continued on Economic Justice – 29)
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RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION IS OUR MORAL IMPERATIVE

(Continued from Economic Justice – 28)

We each begin a personal journey toward responsible consumption from a different place. Wherever we
start, we must be mindful of our behavior, attentive to the voices and needs of others, and conscious of
the natural rhythms of the world. Our journey continues through education. Through secular and religious
education programs, we must challenge ourselves to rethink the underlying assumptions that guide our
choices. Through dialogue in small groups, we nurture each other’s environmental consciousness and
examine competing claims of what individual responsibility actually means. Our journey is fulfilled through
activism. We will work together for legislative changes that will reduce over-consumption, environmental
degradation, and the unjust distribution of resources.

This journey will change our lives. As we talk with our children about advertising and peer pressure, we
will discover with them innovative ways to adjust our consumption levels, to conserve the earth's finite
resources, and to simplify our lives. We will learn more about the hidden costs of the foods we choose to
eat and the clothing we choose to wear. We will stretch the lifespans of our appliances, computers, and
cars. Before buying, we will ask ourselves if we really need to make the purchase. When purchasing
something new, we will buy the most energy-efficient model. We will extend the recycling circle by buying
items already made of recycled materials. We will avoid purchasing products that are wastefully packaged
or produced through the exploitation of animals or human labor. We will consider living closer to work or
to public transportation. We will ensure that our individual and congregational pension funds are invested
in socially responsible enterprises. We will pursue designation of our congregations as "green
sanctuaries."

As more of us become responsible consumers, we pave the way for systemic change. Individual actions
are not enough to reverse the relentless tide of reckless societal consumption. Government efforts are
needed to ensure the equitable balance of private interest with the public good. Recycling, environmental
and fair labor standards, reduction of suburban sprawl, accessible and affordable mass transportation,
and reduction of the causes of global warming—all these require the cooperation of public and private
authorities.

We need to acknowledge the discomfort of accepting limitations on individual freedom—whether
voluntary or statutory. A responsible consumption ethic requires personal as well as collective sacrifices.
Many people have already simplified their lives. They confirm that it has been a liberating process, that
their lives are more intentional, more meaningful, and happier. Prices, subsidies, and incentives may
change as a consequence of this ethic. Entire industries may develop to utilize alternative natural
resources such as wind energy, geothermal power, and solar power. We need to lobby government
officials to end subsidies that promote the conversion of open spaces to housing subdivisions and to
increase funding to rejuvenate inner-city neighborhoods. We need to advocate zoning that promotes a
mix of retail business and residential land use.

By modeling the change in behavior that we wish to see in other people, we not only reinforce our own
enduring commitment to this ethic but also help others to see the value of thinking and acting together.
People can learn to relish simplicity. They can learn to rely less on possessions for filling the void in their
lives. They can come to understand that socially responsible consumption depends upon hearts, minds,
and hands.

The Unitarian Universalist Association hereby urges member congregations, affiliate organizations,
individual Unitarian Universalists, and the wider communities in which we live to embark on this noble
journey. We are called to act courageously and to tread more lightly upon the earth.
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ECONOMIC GLOBALIZATION

(Continued from Economic Justice – 29)

Conclusion

We are challenged by the reality that many of us work for the very institutions driving economic
globalization. We acknowledge our fears and resistance to change as we benefit from the global
economic processes that foster inequity. The transformation we experience as we move from
ignorance to knowledge and from speech to action is not easy. Nonetheless, we are called to become
competent advocates. Seeing the world as an interconnected web challenges us to turn from self-
serving individualism toward a relational sense of ourselves in a global community, and toward
practices that help create economic structures designed to serve the common good.
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE — 2005 (RR)

To further the connection between our investment strategies and UU values, the Unitarian Universalist
Association affirms ethical corporate governance principles which include (a) performance-based
executive compensation that considers a company's impact on all stakeholders, and (b) full disclosure of
charitable giving and political activities.

SUPPORT OF THE UNITED FARM WORKERS’
BOYCOTT OF GALLO WINES — 2005 (AIW)

In solidarity with people struggling against oppression everywhere, Unitarian Universalist member
congregations are urged to participate with the National Farm Worker Ministry, headquartered in St.
Louis, Missouri, in support of a boycott of E. & J. Gallo wines that began on June 14, 2005. Grounded in
our stance for justice, equity, and compassion in human relations, we ally ourselves with the National
Farm Worker Ministry and its efforts with the United Farm Workers to provide fair and respectful working
conditions for the Gallo farm workers. The Unitarian Universalist Association can be among the first
religious assemblies to stand with the farm workers on this issue at this immediate time.

Because Gallo refused to provide health benefits to those employees hired through farm labor
contractors, workers voted overwhelmingly in a 1994 state-conducted election to join the union. It took
five years for Gallo of Sonoma, a Gallo subsidiary, to sign a United Farm Workers contract. On
November 1, 2003, the United Farm Workers contract with Gallo of Sonoma expired. Since then, the
number of Gallo of Sonoma employees hired through labor contractors has grown to seventy-five percent.
The company still refuses to provide health coverage for its workers.

We call on our congregations to boycott Gallo wines until the management of Gallo of Sonoma negotiates
a new contract with the United Farm Workers providing for fair wages, just working conditions, and health
benefits for all of its farm workers. Support for this boycott will also encourage and inspire other farm
workers in communities across the West, Midwest, South, and Northeast.

Gallo wines sell under the following brand names: Anapamu, Andre, Ballatore Spumante, Bartles &
Jaymes Coolers, Bella Sera, Black Swan, Boone's Farm, Bridlewood Winery, Burlwood, Carlo Rossi,
Cask & Cream Caramel Temptation, Cask & Cream Chocolate Temptation, Copperidge, Da Vinci, E & J
Gallo Twin Valley, E & J Cognac, E & J Gallo Vineyards, E & J VS Brandy, E & J VSOP Brandy, Ecco
Domani, Ernest & Julio Gallo Twin Valley Vineyards, Frei Brother, Frei Brothers Reserve, Gallo Estate,
Gallo Fairbanks, Gallo Livingston Cellars, Gallo of Sonoma, Gallo of Sonoma County Series, Gallo of
Sonoma Estate Series, Gallo of Sonoma Single Vineyard, Gallo Sheffield Cellars, Gallo Vermouth,
Gossamer Bay, Indigo Hills, Indigo Hills Blanc de Blancs, Liberty Creek, Livingston Cellars, Louis M.
Martini, MacMurray Ranch, Marcelina, McWilliams Hanwood Estate, Mirassou, Napa Valley Vineyards,
Peter Vella, Rancho Zabaco, Rancho Zabaco Winery, Red Bicyclette, Redwood Creek, Tott's, Turning
Leaf, Turning Leaf Coastal Reserve, Whitehaven, Wild Vines, and William Wycliff. More information is
available at www.nfwm.org and www.ufw.org.

This proposed Action of Immediate Witness builds upon several actions adopted by previous General
Assemblies: Migratory Workers (1961-General), Agricultural Employment (1966-General), Grape Boycott
(1969-General), Lettuce Boycott (1972-General), Boycott of Safeway and A&P Stores (1973-General),
Support of UFW Boycott (1974-General), UU Migrant Ministry (1975-Business), Farm Worker Initiatives
(1976-General).

Editor’s Note: This boycott officially ended in September 2005.
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ELECTION REFORM
AND VOTING RIGHTS

1962 - Self-Government for the District of Columbia ....................................................... 2
1964 - Revision of Congressional Procedures ................................................................ 2
1967 - Reform of Congressional Operation..................................................................... 2
1970 - Representation in Congress and Self-Government for the District of

Columbia............................................................................................................. 3
1974 - Federal Campaign and Election Reform .............................................................. 3
1998 - Political Campaign Finance Reform ..................................................................... 4
2000 - Campaign Finance Reform .................................................................................. 5
2004 - Electronic Voting .................................................................................................. 6

See related resolutions under under Civil Liberties, Criminal Justice, and Racial Justice.
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SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA — 1962 (GEN)

WHEREAS, democracy is the system of government established in the United States; and

WHEREAS, the residents of the District of Columbia live under colonial status with appointed rather than
elected city officials; and

WHEREAS, the residents of the District of Columbia have previously experienced self-government for a
period of seventy years; and

WHEREAS, the Senate of the United States has passed on five separate occasions by large majority self-
government measures for DC; and

WHEREAS, the present colonial status is unfair to District residents, and embarrassing to the United
States government;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urge the Congress to return
self-government to the Capitol of the nation.

REVISION OF CONGRESSIONAL
PROCEDURES — 1964 (GEN)

WHEREAS, persistent delays in the legislative process of the Congress of the United States result from
certain of its traditions, precedents, rules and procedures;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association favors the revision of
procedures in both Houses of the Congress to the end that legislation having majority support may be
considered and acted upon without delays imposed by a minority; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the members of the constituent bodies of the Association call upon
their Representatives and Senators to support measures appropriate to this objective; and

BE IT STILL FURTHER RESOLVED: That copies of this resolution be sent to members of the 88th
Congress.

REFORM OF CONGRESSIONAL
OPERATION — 1967 (GEN)

AFFIRMING: That a strong legislative branch of federal government is a necessary component of the
United States constitutional system and that independence, intelligence and integrity are qualities es-
sential to lawmaking bodies in a democracy; and

OBSERVING: That respect for and confidence in the United States Congress has been diminished by the
improper exercise of power by some committee chairmen;

THE UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION URGES: That the United States Congress adopt a
code of ethics for all its members, with penalties for violations; and

RECOMMENDS: That Congress choose committee chairmen on the basis of qualification not limited to
seniority.
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REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS
AND SELF-GOVERNMENT FOR THE

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA — 1970 (GEN)

OBSERVING: That for seventy years the citizens of the District of Columbia enjoyed local home rule, then
in the troubled period following the Civil War, Congress abolished the elected local government and since
that time has exercised detailed control of the District’s affairs; and

NOTING: That the District of Columbia is governed by a Mayor-Commissioner and a City Council, all ap-
pointed by the President of the United States and the only elected branch of city government is the school
committee; the powers of the Mayor-Commissioner and City Council are extremely limited, being far less
than those customarily exercised by similar bodies in municipalities elsewhere in the United States; and

FURTHER NOTING: That Congress continues to act as a super-city council for the District, a function for
which it is not well suited, which serves only to divert its attention from broader national and international
problems, and which has resulted in a government unresponsive to the needs and desires of the Dis trict;
and

AFFIRMING: That the District remains unrepresented in Congress itself, that the citizens of the District—
virtually alone among the peoples under the American flag—are denied a voice in choosing the members
of the legislative bodies who rule over them, in determining the national and local policies which affect
their lives, and in deciding how the federal and local taxes they pay are levied and spent;and

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1970 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
Congress of the United States to propose, and the States to ratify, an Amendment to the Constitution of
the United State to provide for full voting representation in Congress for the citizens of the District of
Columbia. The General Assembly further reaffirms its 1962 resolution urging the Congress to reinstitute
democratic self-government in the District of Columbia.

FEDERAL CAMPAIGN AND
ELECTION REFORM — 1974 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the interaction of human and technological forces has become increasingly complex and has
resulted in awesome power and vulnerability; and

WHEREAS, there is a need greater than at any other time in our history for objective study of issues and
competent decision-making by our elected officials; and

WHEREAS, the corrupting influence of financial power in the political process must be curtailed;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1974 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association supports
the enactment of legislation that will, by means of an independent enforcement agency, ensure full
disclosure of and limit the size of campaign contributions and expenditures, provide incentives for small
individual contributions, provide for partial public financing of federal election campaigns, and limit the
length of those campaigns.
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POLITICAL CAMPAIGN FINANCE
REFORM — 1998 (AIW)

Among the issues of national and state political importance in the United States, none is of more vital and
immediate concern to the healthy functioning of an informed electorate than reform of political campaign
financing. It is elemental that persons, businesses, and associations with large purses can, do, and will
influence the positions of candidates to whom large contributions are made, using "soft money," which is
not subject to existing state and federal regulation.

At the national level, the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 1998, generally known as the Shays-
Meehan Bill, H.R. 3526, is pending in the United States Congress. This legislation prohibits national
political parties, federal candidates, and officials from raising, spending, or directing "soft money" and
prohibits state parties from spending "soft money" for activities that affect federal elections.

Sanctimony has marked much of the talk in both houses of the United States Congress, but attempts to
avoid commitment have marked the legislative process. Receivers of large contributions like to receive
large contributions. Such receivers have offered disabling amendments, and more are threatened, to
destroy the clean and clear thrust of the Shays-Meehan Bill.

At the state and local level, campaign finance reform is being proposed via referendum and other
measures. For example, Massachusetts will have a referendum on the ballot in November of 1998.

Because the use of the democratic process is a cherished fundamental of Unitarian Universalism, the
1998 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges:

1. Individual Unitarian Universalists in the United States to inform their Representatives and Senators
of their strong support of an unamended Shays-Meehan Bill (H.R. 3526), and to support state and
local legislation with similar objectives; and

2. Unitarian Universalist congregations in the United States to encourage, support, and facilitate such
action by their individual members.
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CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM — 2000 (AIW)

The health and integrity of the American democracy at the national, state, and local levels depends, in
large measure, on fair and open elections that command public confidence and encourage full citizen
participation.

Currently, the costs of campaigns for public office and the system of financing these campaigns give
disproportionate influence to wealthy individuals and narrowly focused interest groups. Average citizens
are so disadvantaged in this process that the resulting cynicism and alienation have led to severely
diminished levels of voter participation and confidence in governmental institutions.

Unless the current system for financing political campaigns is significantly reformed, the future of
American democracy is in severe jeopardy. Access to political power will increasingly be concentrated in
the hands of fewer people, and government will lose the support of the majority of its citizens.

The more that access to elected officials is linked to wealth, the greater the likelihood that the civil rights
of the poor and minorities will be eroded. Without major campaign finance reforms (i.e., clean money
reforms that provide public financing of elections), the prospects for future public policies that support
social and economic justice are extremely limited.

Four states (Arizona, Vermont, Maine, and Massachusetts) have already passed campaign finance
reform laws that provide for voluntary public financing of state and local elections. Immediate support is
needed to pass similar laws that will be on the ballots this fall in Oregon and Missouri. This state-by-state
strategy may be the single best hope for stimulating meaningful change at both the state and federal
levels.

At the federal level little progress has been made to date. However, two bills entitled "Clean Money,
Clean Elections" are being sponsored in the United States Senate by Senators Paul Wellstone and John
Kerry and in the United States House of Representatives by Congressman John Tierney. These bills
would, among other things, provide for voluntary public financing of national election campaigns much like
the provisions of the state laws.

Because the use of the democratic process is a cherished fundamental of Unitarian Universalism, the
2000 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges:

1. Individual Unitarian Universalists in the United States to inform their representatives and senators
of their strong support for the "Clean Money, Clean Elections" bills (S. 982 in the Senate and H.R.
1739 in the House);

2. Individual Unitarian Universalists in Oregon and Missouri to support voluntary financing of state
and local elections and individuals in other states to promote similar reforms;

3. The Unitarian Universalist Washington Office for Faith in Action to support and encourage those
working for clean money campaign finance reform at both the state and federal levels and, in
particular, to seek free television and radio time for candidates on the ballot; and

4. Unitarian Universalist congregations in the United States to encourage, support, and facilitate
such actions by their individual members.
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ELECTRONIC VOTING — 2004 (AIW)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association’s fifth Principle affirms the use of the democratic
process in society at large; and

WHEREAS, democracy depends on fairly counted votes and public confidence that votes have been
fairly counted; and

WHEREAS, an estimated thirty percent of those voting in November 2004 will use the new Direct
Recording Electronic voting machines (DREs) that remove ballot recording and vote counting from public
oversight, contrary to democratic principles; and

WHEREAS, state and local boards of election often have neither the means to independently audit the
computer systems they use nor the financial or technical resources for doing so; and

WHEREAS, lack of an independent audit means that voters must accept election tallies for which there
can be no independent recount, even after malfunction, crash, lost ballots, highly suspicious results, or
machines that will not register votes for some candidates or that fail to show some contests; and

WHEREAS, smaller manufacturers are offering certified voting systems that produce voter-verifiable
paper ballots, and certified, free, open-source software for voting systems is expected to be available by
2005;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: By the 2004 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association that Unitarian Universalists should work for state and federal laws that require electronic
voting systems to produce a voter-verified paper audit trail (VVPAT). A VVPAT is an unalterable paper
record of each ballot that the voter can verify before leaving the booth. It is kept in a secure ballot box
and used only for conducting independent audits and recounts; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 2004 General Assembly endorses the Voter Confidence and
Increased Accessibility Act of 2003, introduced in the United States Senate by Sen. Bob Graham (S.
1980) and in the United States House of Representatives by Rep. Rush Holt (H.R. 2239). This bill would
require VVPAT and accessibility for persons with disabilities and would ban electronic voting systems that
employ wireless technology; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalists should work for additional state and federal
laws that require voting machines and verification mechanisms to be accessible to persons with physical
disabilities; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations are encouraged to inform
legislators and state and local election officials about the problems associated with electronic voting
systems and about accessible and more secure alternatives; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That the UUA Office for Advocacy and Witness should keep congregations
informed on this issue and legislation addressing it so that Unitarian Universalists may share their
concerns with their elected officials.
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
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NATURAL RESOURCES— 1966 (GEN)

RESOLVED: The Unitarian Universalist Association approves the concern of the United States Congress
with an important natural resource as evidenced by the Wilderness Act of 1964, the Clean Air Act of 1964,
the Clean Air Act Amendments, the Solid Waste Disposal Act of 1965, and the Water Quality Act of 1965,
and recommends further legislation and administrative action providing adequate appropriations to deal
with forest and wilderness area preservation, air, water and land pollution, spoliation and the disposal of
sewage and industrial wastes; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That member organizations of the Unitarian Universalist Association encourage
research, public education, and legislation at local, state and provincial levels, with adequate enforcement
to preserve our forests and wilderness areas and curb pollution and spoliation of air, water and land by
urban growth and industrialization.

The grounds for this resolution are:

1. Pure water, pure air, open spaces and wilderness areas are precious natural resources
belonging to all the people;

2. These resources, and the health of the public, are threatened by pollution, contamination and
exploitation caused by industrial and other interests in disregard of the rights of the people; and

3. Effective correction and control require government action at all levels.

ENVIRONMENT — 1969 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1969 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association promote
environmental quality control by supporting at every level applicable, and encouraging members to
support, programs and legislation that would:

1. Protect natural vegetative cover on land through government purchase of land and acquisition
of easements on a greatly expanded scale, particularly in river basin watersheds; ensure
effective soil conservation laws in areas already under development; require complete
restoration of land that has been subjected to stripping for coal mining or any other purpose;
establish a tax structure that would encourage the preservation of open space;

2. Implement recent federal legislation by establishing stringent standards and enforceable
regulations at state and federal levels to prevent contamination of all water — atmospheric,
surface, and subsurface (thermal pollution must be considered a contaminant in this context);

3. Amend the Air Pollution Act of 1967 to include effective federal air shed standards; strengthen
local and regional air pollution regulations; further the study and implementation of ways to
circumvent mass use of the internal combustion engine;

4. Create standards for use of pesticides and defoliating chemicals, reducing their use to amounts
deemed safe by latest scientific findings, banning their use entirely where ecological control
methods can be established;

5. Create standards for disposal of useless bulk wastes;
6. Broaden and intensify studies of the effects of population congestion in terms of what noise,

confusion, and ugliness may do to the human spirit; prepare to act on the result of these
studies in ways that could include rebuilding existing cities and creating new planned ones;
planning highway and transportation systems with concern for beauty and utility; setting
restrictions on airport locations and on the types of planes that may be flown; and

7. Stop the manufacture, transport, and testing of chemical, biological, and radiological weapons
and their use against human beings.
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ENVIRONMENT — 1971 (GEN)

IN VIEW OF: The widespread and serious problem of pollution of our land, air and water;

IN VIEW OF: The rapid depletion of many of our non-renewable natural resources and the dangerous
exploitation of our renewable resources; and

IN VIEW OF: The declining quality of life in our towns and cities with ever increasing noise, crowding, and
crime rates;

BE IT RESOLVED: The delegates at the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association
gathered in Washington, DC:

1. Urge all Unitarian Universalists individually and collectively to inform themselves about the
hazards of overpopulation and pollution and to act in their personal and public lives to
counteract those hazards in every way possible, and to influence others to act in the same
manner;

2. Urge all Unitarian Universalist societies which have not already done so to establish and
sustain environmental protection committees, including political action groups to influence
public officials and others to act in environmentally responsible ways; and

3. Urge all Unitarian Universalists as individuals, as members of groups and as a continental
denomination to press for legislation at all levels to diminish the level of pollution and to
ameliorate the population problem in the hope that we may bequeath to the next generation a
world ecologically stable and ethically sane.

SAFER ALTERNATIVES TO THE
TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE — 1973 (GEN)

WHEREAS, there are strong indications that the proposed Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline would endanger the
existence of much Arctic wildlife, including the migratory caribou upon which many of the inhabitants rely
for food; and

WHEREAS, there are also strong indications that the resulting tanker traffic along the western coast of
North America would endanger the salmon and other forms of sea life upon which a large and valuable
food-fishing industry now depends; and

WHEREAS, several alternative means of transporting oil and gas from the shores of the Arctic Ocean to
localities where it is needed have been proposed;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the
governments of the United States and Canada to adopt and enforce regulations governing the
transportation of this oil and gas which will assure that the risks of damage to the environment will be
reduced to as low a level as is at all practicable.
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CANCER-CAUSING SUBSTANCES IN
AIR AND WATER — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, safe air to breathe and safe water to drink are essential to life;

BE IT RESOLVED:

1. That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association strongly urges that the
federal Environmental Protection Agency adopt promptly standards and regulations that will
minimize the discharge of cancer-causing substances into our air and water; and

2. That this resolution be conveyed to the appropriate agencies in Canada, the President of the
United States, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Chairmen of the Environment
Committees of the Senate and the House of the US Congress; and

3. That individual societies and their members contact their Senators and Representatives as well
as state and local health and environmental departments and their local water and sewer authori-
ties; and

4. That the Canadian Unitarian Council be requested to make similar representations to appropriate
government levels in Canada.
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NUCLEAR POWER — 1976 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the electric power industry in the US and Canada has proposed a huge program of
constructing nuclear power plants as an answer to the problems caused by the growing shortage of
petroleum and the pollution caused by old-fashioned coal-burning plants; and

WHEREAS, scientific hopes that nuclear energy would provide a safe, nonpolluting source of power have
been frustrated (at least temporarily) by the discovery of many unforeseen dangers to human life and
health such as:

1. The high probability that many people would be exposed to low-level radiation, an eventuality
which is known to cause birth defects and to result in deaths from cancer, usually after time
delays of years;

2. The highly probable exposure of future generations to the lethal effects of the long-lived
radioactive waste products inevitably produced by nuclear power plants; and

3. Uncertainty in regard to the likelihood of catastrophic release of radioactive materials into the
environment, because estimates of “nuclear safety” published by the nuclear power industry
and its government sponsors neglect the dangers resulting from defects in construction and the
lack of an adequate program for training nuclear power plant inspectors and operators; and

WHEREAS, the ambitious plans for the construction of additional nuclear power plants involve a serious
dilemma: either use up known reserves of uranium within a few decades, or convert to the still
undeveloped breeder reactor, which is highly dangerous because it depends upon the production of
plutonium in the reactor, and existing proposals for safeguarding the plutonium against theft or diversion
for use by terrorists appear to require special pervasive security apparatus incompatible with American
and Canadian traditions of freedom;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association regards it as essential to health and safety of the population of North America that
construction of additional nuclear power plants be prohibited unless and until adequate means for
overcoming all serious threats to life shall have been provided; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That government support of development of breeder reactors should be
suspended unless there are provided adequate funds for expediting research and development in the
following areas:

1. Provision of safe storage facilities for existing stocks of radioactive wastes whether military or
civilian in origin, and for any such wastes produced in the future;

2. Provision of means for overcoming the other dangers associated with nuclear power plants and
the fuel processing and reprocessing plants upon which the power plants depend;

3. Completion of the development of safer and less polluting methods for mining and utilizing coal;
and

4. Acceleration of the development of more beneficent sources of power, such as solar power,
wind power, tidal power, and seawave power.

BE IT ALSO FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 1976 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association urges the American and Canadian governments to require the nuclear power plants now in
existence to release to the public all information concerning their operation and radioactive waste
disposal; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That to aid in the attainment of a safer and less polluting energy economy,
the members of the Unitarian Universalist Association are hereby urged to petition their respective
governments to issue appropriate regulations and to join in promoting comprehensive programs to
eliminate wasteful and extravagant uses of energy.
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ENERGY — 1977 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the availability of adequate supplies of energy at a reasonable cost is essential to the welfare
and future of all peoples of the world, both in developed and undeveloped countries; and

WHEREAS, current energy production is dependent upon finite resources; and

WHEREAS, unlimited growth is leading to the depletion of all natural resources, including possible
sources of energy, at an unprecedented rate, the projected consequences of which will be disastrous for
the world society; and

WHEREAS, all conventional processes of energy production and consumption have some environmental
effects; and

WHEREAS, at present and projected use rates world supplies of petroleum and natural gas will be
virtually depleted within 50 years;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1977 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association regards it as essential:

1. That balanced consideration be given to the development of all alternative sources of energy
and that environmental and social effects, risks, and benefits of each source be investigated by
careful research and technological assessments, and the results be fully considered;

2. That the use of oil and natural gas to generate electric energy be curtailed in order to conserve
these fuels for other vital needs; and

3. That a program of energy conservation and education is necessary; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That to aid attainment of a safer and less polluting energy economy, the
member societies of the Unitarian Universalist Association are hereby urged to petition their respective
governments to issue appropriate regulations and to join in promoting comprehensive programs to
eliminate wasteful and extravagant uses of energy; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That all Unitarian Universalist societies are urged to take those actions
possible within their own budget resources to realize energy conservation within their own buildings.
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PROBLEM OF ENVIRONMENTAL
POLICY — 1977 (GEN)

WHEREAS, we recognize the integrity of our environment, both physical and social, and our need to
respect the interdependence of ecological spheres and social activities; and

WHEREAS, the continued pollution of our environment, the continued depletion of our natural resources,
and the continued decay of our rural and urban societies, all increase with an insufficient public policy;
and

WHEREAS, economic groups are using the issues of our “recession” to pressure government to lessen
already weak environmental controls to stimulate the economy; and

WHEREAS, government on all levels must help solve our long-term environmental problems;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1977 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association urges:

1. Government on all levels to continue to support the needs of a healthy environment as the
fundamental prerequisite to a healthy society which can provide itself with a healthy balanced
economy;

2. Unitarian Universalist congregations to establish and sustain environmental action committees,
to monitor the effective implementation of public policy and to balance the lobbying power of
large special interest groups by supporting organizations and individuals whose environmental
records warrant such support; and

3. Each of us as individuals to become responsible members of our ecological niche by making
ourselves aware of the crises that threaten our survival as a species and to support
environmental awareness by the examples of our lives and our stimulation of others both
individually and within the group to which we belong.

SOLAR HEATING — 1979 (GEN)

WHEREAS, solar space and hot water heating is practical and cost effective; and

WHEREAS, government research, development, promotional efforts and tax credits have stressed
complex and expensive active systems and underemphasized more reliable, cost effective passive and
simple active systems;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1979 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association calls upon
the US Department of Energy to shift its emphasis from complex active to passive and simple active solar
heating systems; and upon the US Internal Revenue Service to amend tax subsidy guidelines that
discriminate against passive solar construction; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges Unitarian Universalists to communicate their
feelings on this subject to the appropriate government agencies.
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ALTERNATE SOURCES AND CONSERVATION
OF ENERGY — 1981 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the United States must, out of economic, ecological, and political necessity, develop
alternate sources of energy and means of conserving energy; and

WHEREAS, the United States cannot continue to be dependent on oil, especially oil produced by OPEC;
and

WHEREAS, the Union of Concerned Scientists, and other national groups, out of alarm over the dangers
implicit in the use of nuclear energy, urge the development of solar energy;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1981 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges all
churches, fellowships and individuals to request their United States Representatives and Senators to
legislate:

1. Greater financial commitment to long-range basic research and development of solar and other
alternate renewable sources of energy and means of conserving energy;

2. The institution and support of educational programs at all levels in schools throughout the
United States on alternate renewable sources of energy and means of conserving energy; and

3. Greater financial incentives in the form of larger tax rebates to persons who adopt alternate
sources of energy and/or means of conserving energy.
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LAW OF THE SEA TREATY — 1982 (GEN)

WHEREAS, the oceans of the world cover 70% of its surface; and

WHEREAS, there is no international, oceanic policy; the United States has no such policy and recent
incidents have shown the extreme dangers of competing national oceanic interests; and

WHEREAS, the Law of the Sea Treaty is an international United Nations treaty, drafted by 151 nations,
affirming that the resources of the sea belong to all people and embodying negotiated arrangements for
sharing and controlling these resources; and

WHEREAS, after United States bipartisan support and leadership under four successive Presidential
administrations, the United States cast one of only four negative votes on April 30, 1982 against the Law
of the Sea Treaty; and

WHEREAS, continued United States political and financial support and technological participation are
vital to the Treaty's stature, to effective implementation of its provisions, and to its success; and

WHEREAS, the present negative position of the United States can and should be reversed before final
treaty signing in December, 1982;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1982 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association:

1. Affirms that the Law of the Sea Treaty is unparalleled as a practical opportunity for the world
to move toward becoming truly a world community;

2. Urges the Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office to continue to encourage creation of a
comprehensive oceanic policy for the United States and Canada based on the Law of the
Sea, and to work for signature of the Treaty by the United States;

3. Urges the Association's Office of Social Responsibility and the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee to develop education and action programs and materials for understanding every
aspect of the global sea's influence on humankind's physical and social environment and for
understanding the Law of the Sea Treaty;

4. Urges Association societies, fellowships, and individuals to formulate immediate action plans
and to work closely with other groups for support of the Law of the Sea Treaty; and

5. Urges the Board of Trustees, officers, and staff of the Association to provide leadership and
assistance to the denomination in these efforts.
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TOXIC SUBSTANCES AND
HAZARDOUS WASTE — 1984 (GEN)

WHEREAS, every person has the right to a safe and healthful environment; and

WHEREAS, as the problems created by toxic substances and hazardous wastes affect our health and
that of future generations, it is our responsibility to insure a safe and healthful environment;

BE IT RESOLVED: That the 1984 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association urges all
Unitarian Universalists to inform themselves, educate others, and involve themselves and others in
solving the problems caused by improper disposal of hazardous waste and toxic materials into our land,
water and air; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges members of the Unitarian Universalist
Association in Canada and the United States to work with their governments in enforcing laws designed
to:

1. Insure that industry and government assume their responsibilities for past mistakes and work to
prevent future errors by adhering to both the letter and intent of related law; and

2. Control the sale and use of toxic substances both at home and abroad; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this Assembly urges members of the Unitarian Universalist
Association to work for additional legislation, as needed, to ensure that hazardous waste materials are
disposed of in the safest possible way and to support the full implementation, without diminishment of
laws already on the books, insofar as they serve to maintain a safe and healthful environment.
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PROTECTING THE BIOSPHERE — 1989 (GEN)

Guided by our respect for the sanctity of all life and for the interdependent web of all existence of which
we are a part;

Recognizing the stress placed upon the biosphere through excessive demands upon resources, and
mismanagement of those resources for industrial, commercial, and personal objectives; and

Acknowledging that we are responsible for the survival of life on our planet; and

WHEREAS, industrialized countries consume a disproportionate share of the earth’s finite resources and
generate a disproportionate quantity of waste and pollution; and

WHEREAS, the disposal of environmentally dangerous wastes in the form of plastics, chemicals, metals,
and synthetic and radioactive materials has proven to contaminate our air, water, and land with
carcinogens and toxins; and

WHEREAS, we are increasingly polluting our environment by human-error; and

WHEREAS, acid rain has damaged and destroyed forests and lakes throughout the northern latitudes;
and destruction of tropical rain forests by corporations, governments, and internationally-sponsored
projects is resulting in one-third of the annual increase in global carbon dioxide levels, which have been
rising since the late 19th century, threatening life on earth with an unprecedented warming trend; and

WHEREAS, the polar ozone layers have decreased significantly in the past decade, threatening life on
earth with an increased level of ultraviolet radiation;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association calls upon its congregations
and individual Unitarian Universalists to examine their attitudes and to practice responsibility as
consumers, affirming the need to support and participate in community conservation and recycling
programs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That Unitarian Universalists inform and petition their legislators to enact
legislation:

1. Encouraging safe waste management and the conservation and recycling of natural resources;
2. Advocating environmentally sound controls and practices in the manufacture, use, and disposal

of environmentally dangerous materials;
3. Promoting international action against polluted air masses and water flow across political

boundaries;
4. Developing efficient means to prevent, where possible, and to respond swiftly and effectively to

environmentally threatening accidents; and
5. Rejecting environmentally damaging aid and development projects, such as those causing the

destruction of tropical rain forests;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalist congregations and their members inform
themselves of the global issues of environment and quality of life as addressed in the United Nations
Brundtland report, “Our Common Future”; discontinue or strictly limit the use of environmentally
destructive products, and coordinate efforts with those of environmental groups everywhere; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That Unitarian Universalists support international efforts to heal the harmful
effects of human activities on the biosphere.
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SAFER SOURCES OF ENERGY—1992 (GEN)

BECAUSE: Future generations have the right to inherit a livable biosphere; and

BECAUSE: The responsibility for ensuring the livability of the biosphere lies ultimately with every person;
and

WHEREAS, the quality of the environment is deteriorating; and

WHEREAS, the burning of fossil fuels is a major contributing factor in this deterioration; and

WHEREAS, fossil fuels are non-renewable resources; and

WHEREAS, the true economic costs of processing and disposing of fossil fuels and their byproducts are
not accounted for; and

WHEREAS, it is now possible to reduce reliance on fossil fuels by replacing them with less polluting,
ecologically safer means of energy conversion; and

WHEREAS, the General Assemblies of 1977, 1979, and 1981 adopted resolutions urging the
development and the use of non-polluting, renewable sources of energy;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association support efforts such as the
Seventh Principle Project whose aim is to:

1. Provide a network to collect and distribute ecological and environmental information; and
2. Coordinate ecological and environmental projects within the Association and with other

affiliated organizations;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Department for Social Justice be encouraged to establish a
network for sharing the results of attempts to implement this resolution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association advocate research and
development for conversion from fossil fuels to environmentally sounder, cleaner sources of energy, such
as solar, geothermal, wind, tidal, and other safer sources of power, and that member congregations and
individual Unitarian Universalists be urged to join this action; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association promote the conservation of
the remaining dwindling sources of fossil fuel by improving fuel efficiency, by encouraging increased
taxation of polluting fuels, and by increasing support for public transportation, and that member
congregations and individual Unitarian Universalists be urged to join this action; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association of Congregations work with its
affiliates, Unitarian Universalist congregations, camps and conference centers, district offices, and other
groups to set an example by actively promoting energy conservation measures among ourselves,
including proper insulation, energy efficient lighting and heating, improvements in building design and
landscaping, and the encouragement of carpooling, walking, and cycling.
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE — 1994 (GEN)

BECAUSE: We affirm justice and compassion in human relations, the inherent worth and dignity of every
person, and respect for the interdependent web of all existence; and

BECAUSE: We share the goal of world community with peace, liberty, and justice for all; and

WHEREAS: Waste and pollution, overconsumption by the world’s affluent few, and the pressures caused
by poverty and burgeoning populations are inflicting harsh and often irreversible damage on the
environment, and have endangered the future we wish for both humanity and the rest of nature; and

WHEREAS, the poor, the powerless, the landless, and the disinherited are often compelled to carry the
major burdens of waste and pollution without representation in planning and decision-making processes;
and

WHEREAS, the concept of environmental justice links the principles of liberal religion with the values of
ecological awareness and racial and class justice; and

WHEREAS, the Unitarian Universalist Association has adopted separate resolutions on specific
economic, political, and environmental issues, it also realizes that environmental justice requires an
integrated, holistic approach; and

WHEREAS, the Union of Concerned Scientists, the First National People of Color Environmental
Leadership Summit (1991), the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (1992), and
other assemblies and organizations are seeking to move environmental justice higher on the public policy
agenda; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association shall act and urge its
affiliates, member societies, and individual Unitarian Universalists to:

1. Promote programs for social, economic, and political empowerment so that all people may
join together in one struggle for peace, justice, and sustainable development;

2. Support the development of democratic and ecologically responsible community
organizations, labor unions, and business cooperatives;

3. Develop religious education and community action programs honoring cultural and religious
diversity and connecting environmental issues to other social justice concerns;

4. Set time aside for seasonal celebrations to honor our interdependence and to deepen our
commitment to natural and cultural diversity; and

5. Work with the Unitarian Universalist Seventh Principle Project, the Unitarian Universalists for
a Just Economic Community, the Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office, and others to
implement the recommendations of the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development; and

6. Commend the President of the United States for the issuance of Executive Order 12898 of
February 11, 1994, which addresses environmental justice in minority and low-income
populations;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association shall act and encourage its
affiliates, member societies, and individual Unitarian Universalists to bear witness to the need for
environmental justice by reducing their consumption of the earth’s resources, generating as little waste as
possible, recycling, and making a commitment as producers, investors, and consumers to living in an
ecologically balanced and responsible manner.
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UNITED NATIONS AND EARTH DAY
CELEBRATIONS — 1994 (BUS)

BECAUSE: The Unitarian Universalist Association has long been an advocate for world peace, human
rights, and environmental protection; and

BECAUSE: Our principles, our concerns, and our vision for the future have often been expressed through
our support for the United Nations and our celebration of Earth Day; and

WHEREAS, 1995 marks both the twenty-fifth anniversary of the first Earth Day and the fiftieth anniversary
of the signing of the United Nations Charter in San Francisco; and

RECOGNIZING: That 1995 also marks the third anniversary of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, which focused international attention on the need for environmental
justice and sustainable development; and

AFFIRMING: Our desire to state our Unitarian Universalist principles through the administration of our
institutions;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the General Assembly calls upon the Board of Trustees, the
Officers, and the Departments of the Unitarian Universalist Association to take note of the 1995 United
Nations and Earth Day anniversaries, by:

1. Supporting appropriate commemorative activities at the United Nations and the 1995 General
Assembly, especially in the San Francisco Bay area; and

2. Publishing a 1995 information package that will alert congregations to opportunities for supporting
the United Nations, environmental justice, and sustainable development; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the General Assembly thanks C*UUYAN and the General Assembly
staff and volunteers for their continuing work in encouring recycling and other responsible environ-mental
activities in connection with General Assembly events.
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EARTH, AIR, WATER, AND FIRE — 1997 (GEN)

BECAUSE: The seven principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association connect the values of
democracy, personal growth, and social justice to a recognition of the interdependent web of all
existence; and

WHEREAS, safe air to breathe, safe water to drink, and a sustainable environment are essential for life;
and

WHEREAS, government support for environmental protection and energy conservation programs is
inadequate;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its member
congregations, affiliate organizations, and individual Unitarian Universalists to increase their efforts to:

1. Protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats;
2. Advocate for clean air, both indoors and outdoors, and clean water;
3. Promote the protection of public lands and water resources, and the responsible stewardship of

private lands;
4. Support and practice energy and water conservation and the use of renewable sources of

energy;
5. Use and advocate the use of public transportation and other environmentally sound

alternatives;
6. Reduce the waste of resources in our homes, congregations, and communities by recycling,

using recycled products, and reducing consumption;
7. Educate ourselves and our congregations on the need for these efforts and how best to

undertake them; and
8. Increase government support for environmental protection and energy conservation programs.
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ENDORSE THE EARTH CHARTER — 2002 (AIW)

BECAUSE: Unitarian Universalists affirm and promote the goal of world community with peace, liberty,
and justice for all; and

BECAUSE: Our Unitarian Universalist Principles affirm “respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part”; and

WHEREAS, many biologists predict that up to half of all existing species on our planet may disappear
within the coming century unless urgent steps are taken to prevent this irreparable disaster; and

WHEREAS, global warming is likely to increase the surface temperature of the earth in our lifetimes,
melting icepacks, flooding island nations, expanding deserts, and disrupting stable ecosystems; and

WHEREAS, environmental destruction most severely affects the poor, indigenous people, subsistence
farmers, and others directly dependent on nature for their livelihood; and

WHEREAS, the Earth Charter, an outgrowth of the 1992 Rio Earth Summit, will be presented to the World
Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, August 26 – September 4, 2002;
and

WHEREAS, the Earth Charter’s inclusive vision recognizes that environmental protection, human rights,
equitable human development, and peace are interdependent and inseparable; and

WHEREAS, the Earth Charter draws upon the world’s great religious and philosophical traditions to
create a statement of human responsibility toward creation that will offer a moral foundation for the
development of international law; and

WHEREAS, adoption of the Earth Charter provides a tool for policymakers, business leaders, educators,
and faith communities to understand the critical choices facing humanity and the urgent need for
commitment to a sustainable way of life; and

WHEREAS, numerous religious, civic, and environmental organizations have already endorsed the Earth
Charter document, including the United Nations Association of Canada, the Sierra Club, the Humane
Society of the United States, Pax Christi, the National Wildlife Federation, and International Physicians for
Prevention of Nuclear War;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 2002 General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist
Association endorses the Earth Charter and urges all the member congregations of the Unitarian
Universalist Association to do likewise; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 2002 General Assembly requests that the Unitarian Universalist
Association communicate the Assembly’s endorsement of the Earth Charter to all members of the United
States Congress and that member congregations that endorse the Earth Charter communicate their
action to their representatives in Congress; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the 2002 General Assembly encourages the Unitarian Universalist
United Nations Office to seek endorsement by the United Nations in 2002, the tenth anniversary of the
Rio Earth Summit.
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END MOUNTAINTOP REMOVAL
COAL MINING—2006 (AIW)

WHEREAS, the Appalachian mountain range is an irreplaceable environmental treasure in the heart of
the United States; and

WHEREAS, mountaintop removal coal mining is devastating the environment, economies, people, and
culture in Appalachia; and

WHEREAS, the Environmental Protection Agency estimates that at least seven hundred miles of healthy
streams have been buried by mountaintop removal coal mining; and

WHEREAS, the exploitation of Appalachia unjustly enriches other regions in the United States by
providing cheap coal and thus electricity at the expense of Appalachia; and

WHEREAS, the availability of cheap coal thwarts energy conservation efforts because consumers, if
required to pay the full and true costs of energy, would likely change their consumption habits; and

WHEREAS, passage of H. R. 2719, the Clean Water Protection Act, would amend the Clean Water Act in
a way that should reduce the use of mountaintop removal coal mining because coal companies would no
longer be permitted to dump waste into nearby streams and valleys;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That in order to protect the Appalachian environment and its people
and to promote environmentally aware energy consumption patterns, the delegates of the 2006 General
Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association call upon our member congregations, our affiliate
organizations, and individual Unitarian Universalists to:

1. Petition their congressional representatives to support passage of H. R. 2719, the Clean Water
Protection Act;

2. Petition relevant federal and state agencies, such as the Office of Surface Mining, the Army
Corps of Engineers, and the individual state permitting agencies, to suspend or refuse to issue
permits for mountaintop removal coal mines;

3. Petition relevant agencies to restrict Appalachian mountaintop removal coal mining to daylight
hours;

4. Petition relevant national and state departments of health and human services to engage in
dialogue regarding the effects of environmental degradation on the health of affected
communities;

5. Petition relevant agencies to levy and collect fines for mining and environmental violations;
6. Strengthen legislation and funding for restoration of lands affected by mountaintop removal coal

mining; and
7. Raise awareness that the impact of the choice of coal mining techniques on local communities is

a national and not a regional issue.
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THREAT OF GLOBAL WARMING/
CLIMATE CHANGE — 2006 (SOC)

Earth is our home. We are part of this world and its destiny is our own. Life on this planet will be gravely
affected unless we embrace new practices, ethics, and values to guide our lives on a warming planet. As
Unitarian Universalists, how can our faith inform our actions to remedy and mitigate global
warming/climate change? We declare by this Statement of Conscience that we will not acquiesce to the
ongoing degradation and destruction of life that human actions are leaving to our children and
grandchildren. We as Unitarian Universalists are called to join with others to halt practices that fuel global
warming/climate change, to instigate sustainable alternatives, and to mitigate the impending effects of
global warming/climate change with just and ethical responses. As a people of faith, we commit to a
renewed reverence for life and respect for the interdependent web of all existence.

A MATTER OF SCIENCE

There is scientific consensus that the Earth’s climate is changing due to global warming/climate change
caused primarily by the human use of oil, coal, and natural gas. The burning of these fossil fuels releases
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, which traps more heat from the sun. Global warming/climate change
is accelerating as planetary temperatures reach record highs. The melting of polar ice and mountain
glaciers may cause sea levels to rise by at least three feet, probably much more, and by eighty feet in
coming centuries if the average temperature rises five degrees, warming that will be difficult to avoid. Half
of the world’s plant and animal species are at risk of extinction by 2100 as habitats are destroyed and
ecosystems unravel. The huge Siberian permafrost peat bogs are apparently starting to melt, releasing
methane and accelerating global warming/climate change. Antarctic glaciers are sliding into the ocean
faster than previously expected, which may result in worldwide coastal flooding. Rapidly melting polar ice
caps and glaciers provide visual evidence of global warming/climate change. Indirect effects due to
melting polar and Greenland ice can upset the delicate salt balance in the North Atlantic Ocean, triggering
a shift in the thermohaline current, which ironically may result in a local ice age in Northern Europe and
parts of North America.

Increasing temperatures can devastate human communities and wildlife habitats. Warmer climates are
extending toward the poles, dramatically altering ecosystems. Melting polar ice caps raise sea levels and
upset the delicate balance of ocean salinity. This imbalance may lead to a shift in ocean circulation
patterns, which could wreak havoc with regional climates. Recent increases in sea surface temperatures
are linked with more intense hurricanes.

Global warming/climate change can cause both increases and decreases in local temperatures and
precipitation. Until now the effects of global warming/climate change have been proportionate to
increases in greenhouse gas concentrations. We can minimize the damage of climate change only if we
act vigorously and soon--in the next decade according to top climate scientist. Since human-generated
greenhouse gases are at a level not seen for at least 600,000 years, effects will persist and increase for a
while even as we begin to control emissions. Climatic changes, combined with habitat destruction and
pollution, are causing loss of species, forests, human settlements, glaciers, and coastal heritage sites. All
living organisms depend on ecosystems that can be sustained only in relatively narrow temperature
ranges.

The recent rapid global average temperature increase is indeed the result of human activity. While the
climate is always changing, attribution studies using sophisticated supercomputer global climate models
show that natural causes do not account for the recent rapid temperature increase and that human
activity does. See the 2001 IPCC/SPM report, Figure 2.4.

A Matter of Faith and Justice

As Unitarian Universalists, we are called by our seventh Principle to affirm and promote “respect for the
interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.” We envision a world in which all people are

(Continued on Environmental Justice – 19)
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FREEDOM OF RESIDENCE — 1961 (GEN)

BE IT RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges the President of the United States to
promulgate an executive order prohibiting discrimination in federal housing and urban renewal programs
and establishing a committee to develop a program of implementation of the same; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Unitarian Universalist Association urges its churches and
fellowships to:

1. Call upon their individual members to make all housing, urban and suburban, new or old, which
they control as owners, dealers, brokers, builders, or mortgagors available to any qualified
person, without regard to race, color, creed or national origin;

2. Call upon all real estate dealers, brokers, and mortgagors to do the same;
3. Request their city and state legislators to repeal all existing laws prohibiting discrimination in

housing; and
4. Stimulate, encourage, and participate in educational programs, meetings, and other activities

sponsored by both governmental and voluntary agencies and designed to promote equality of
opportunity in housing.

COMMISSION ON RELIGION
AND RACE — 1963 (BUS)

WHEREAS, the Unitarian and Universalist movements have historically affirmed the supreme worth of
every human personality, the dignity of man, the use of the democratic method in human relationships,
and the ideals of brotherhood, justice and peace; and

WHEREAS, refusal to welcome persons into membership in any of our churches or fellowships because
of race, color or national origin would contradict our historical testimony and the declared constitutional
purposes of our Association;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That all member congregations of the Unitarian Universalist
Association be charged to declare and practice their faith in the dignity and worth of every person and
that all member congregations of our denominations are hereby strongly urged to welcome into their
membership and full participation persons without regard to race, color, or national origin; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That, to implement the declared constitutional purposes of our
Association:

1. The President, with the concurrence of the Board of Trustees, be instructed to appoint a
Commission on Religion and Race, composed of at least seven members, whose duty shall be
to explore, develop, stimulate and implement programs and actions to promote the complete
integration of Negroes and other minority persons into our congregations, denominational life,
ministry and into the community;

2. This Commission be adequately financed within the budget of our Association; and
3. The report of the action and future program of the Commission be conveyed to the 1964

General Assembly; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That all groups applying for membership in the Association be informed by
the Board of Trustees of the Unitarian Universalist Association before being accepted into membership of
the Unitarian Universalist Association on the stated policy of the Association, which welcomes all qualified
persons, regardless of race, color, or place of national origin, into the membership of the churches,
fellowships and organization.


