


















For more information, please visit 
the UUPCC on the web



The International Council of 
Unitarians and Universalists 

(ICUU)

Founded in 1995 
as an 

international 
network of 
Unitarian, 

Universalist and 
Unitarian 

Universalist 
organizations.



International Council 
of Unitarians and Universalists

The ICUU includes 23 member groups, and several 
emerging groups

www.icuu.net/membership/index.html


Publications:

• The Global Chalice Newsletter
• "The Garden of Unitarian 

Universalism“ Religious Education 
Curriculum

• Monthly Global Chalice Lightings

International Council 
of Unitarians and Universalists



Representatives of ICUU Member groups 
gather biennially for Council meetings

International Council 
of Unitarians and Universalists

2007 ICUU Council Meeting – Oberwesel, Germany



The ICUU sponsors international U/U 
events such as Theological Symposia:

International Council 
of Unitarians and Universalists

In July 2006, 70 
U/Us from 14 
countries gathered 
for the 2nd ICUU 
Theological 
Symposium.  The 
Proceedings are 
collected in The 
Home We Share.  
(Available from the 
UUA Bookstore)

www.uua.org/bookstore


As well as “Leadership Conferences” where 
diverse international U/U faculty offer training to 
U/U leaders in various parts of the world, most 
recently in Nairobi, Kenya in Spring, 2008.

International Council 
of Unitarians and Universalists



For more information, 
please visit ICUU on the web

www.icuu.net


Part II: The Next 50 years:

The creation of these four 
organizations is NOT the whole 
story.  However, their 
development is a key marker 
during “The Next 50 years”

Holdeen 
India 
Program



Part II: The Next 50 years:

In the Interfaith World, the 
UUA with leadership - from 
President Dana Greeley and 
Reverend Homer Jack -
joined Rissho Kosei-kai
President Nikkyo Niwano and 
many other interfaith leaders 
in creating the “World 
Conference of Religions for 
Peace” which hosted its first 
conference in Kyoto in 1970.



Part II: The Next 50 years:

And, UU congregations continued to sustain 
and develop many varieties of international 
engagement.  Sometimes they partnered 
with these – and other – international U/U 
organizations.

Others have linked with non-U/U 
organizations or developed independent 
programs in diverse areas.



Congregational 
International Engagement

A recent congregational survey 
demonstrated that international 
engagement is of great importance to local 
congregations.

And, that developing a balance between 
independent programs, associational 
initiatives, and cooperation between 
international UU organizations is an 
important goal



As we seek that balance, and in all our international engagement, 
let’s continue to see the wisdom in the words of former AUA  
President Samuel A. Eliot…

“I am confident that one of the 
best ways to have a large and 
growing life at home is to have a 
vision of the great possibilities of 
service abroad, and that the best 
way to have a beneficent service 
abroad is for us to have a rich, 
deep life at home.”



Discussion Questions:

• What can we learn about the 
international engagement priorities 
of Unitarians and Universalists 
during “The Next 50 Years”?

• What have been the “highs and 
lows” of the four organizations?



Discussion Questions:

• How have you and your 
congregation been involved with 
these organizations?

• What other varieties of international 
engagement has your congregation 
pursued during the last 50 years?



Thank You

Thank you for your time! For 
additional information about the 
history of U/U international 
engagement, please contact the 
International Resources Office at 
the UUA.



You’ve reached the end of 
Part II

You might also enjoy 

Part I: The First 125 Years

And

Part III: Looking Ahead



Unitarian Universalist
International Engagement:

History and Vision 
in Three Parts:

Part II – The Next 50 Years

The End




