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Technology Introduction

New, exciting technology!! ..bear with us

Free Conference Call
*6 to mute and unmute
Call back in if you get dropped!

Webex
Similar to persony…with video!
Tour

Video
Ppt and whiteboard
Chat



Content Introduction
What is the Common Read?

Folks reading and discussing the same book in a given period of time.
This Common Read is being done throughout UU communities, and can build 
connections within our movement by giving diverse people a shared experience 
and basis for deep conversation. 
http://www.uua.org/religiouseducation/multigenerational/read/index.shtml
Acts of Faith was selected ten years after 9/11, as this book describes the the 
“faith divide” between pluralism at extremism and makes a case for all of us to 
promote pluralism through engagement in interfaith dialogue, education, and 
social justice work.

Who is Eboo Patel?
Author of Acts of Faith, this year’s Common Read
Founder and President of IFYC

What is IFYC?
IFYC stands for Interfaith Youth Core, website: http://www.ifyc.org

Why does this matter to us folks doing campus ministry? Students have too much 
to read!

http://www.uua.org/religiouseducation/multigenerational/read/index.shtml
http://www.ifyc.org/


Presenters
Nic Cable

Recent graduate of DePaul University, where he was an Interfaith
Scholar with Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC’s)
Student at Chicago Theological Seminary, pursuing Masters of Divinity

Jessica York
Youth Programs Director for the Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA)
Lead Coordinator of A Chorus of Faiths youth interfaith project of IFYC 
and UUA, coordinator of Common Read project

Gail Forsyth-Vail
Adult Programs Director for the UUA
Lead Coordinator of Common Read

Kayla Parker
Facilitator
Campus Ministry Associate, UUA



Circle Round For Greetings
Organized By Region

Southland
Virginia down to Florida and west to Texas along the northern
borders of Tennessee and Oklahoma

Pacific West region
Montana down to New Mexico, west to the coast

Canada
Anyone from Canada not included in Pacific West

Mid-America
North Dakota down to Kansas, east to Michigan down to Kentucky

Central East
Most of Ohio (except for Western edge) going through West 
Virginia to the coast, and up until New Jersey and New York

New England
Connecticut going up through Vermont to Maine

You!
Name
Leadership Role
Type of leader (professional, lay, student, non-student)
CM Name
College
Congregation
District



Nic Cable
Opening Reading

Experience working with IFYC and 
it’s impacts





Sample Questions from 
Acts of Faith Discussion Guide

How comfortable are you exploring questions of theology and 
practice with those of another faith tradition? Have you ever had 
such a conversation? How did it start? What made it comfortable for 
you to engage with the other person or people?

Does Patel’s call for pluralism (and his faith story) offer a fuller 
picture of Islam and its teachings than you previously held?

Do you have friends, family members, co-workers, or neighbors who 
come from a faith tradition different from your own? What impact
have conversations and experiences with those of other faiths had 
on your faith journey?

How has your faith journey intersected with a longing to make an 
impact on the world?



Sample discussion guide questions 
for young adults

What kind of support do you have, or wish you 
had, for your spiritual deepening, better 
understanding of Unitarian Universalism and for 
making an impact in the world?

How would or does working together with people 
from other pluralistic faiths enhance your life and 
make a difference in the world?



Possible Actions for Acts of Faith 
discussion groups

Learn more about Interfaith Youth Core (IFYC).

Lead A Chorus of Faiths in your congregation or cluster. A Chorus of Faiths is a 
Tapestry of Faith program for high school youth based on the work of the 
Interfaith Youth Core. The program builds skills for interfaith and multifaith
dialogue and action to make the world a better place.

Join an interfaith or multifaith justice-making project or an interfaith group in your 
community. Talk with your parish minister or religious educator to find out more 
about existing efforts. Is there an interfaith clergy group that can help you? 
Projects that commonly include people from more than one faith community 
include service projects such as soup kitchens and building homes and 
advocacy projects, such as support for equal marriage or for humane 
immigration laws.

If you can’t find an interfaith or multifaith justice-making project in your 
community, organize one.

When you are engaged in a project that involves people from other faith 
communities or traditions, practice talking with others about how your faith or 
your Unitarian Universalist values ground your service.

Practice humility and deep listening when inviting others to share how their faith 
or their religious values ground their service.

http://www.ifyc.org/


Columbus Interfaith Youth



Chorus of Faiths Activity: 
Unpacking Our Baggage (1/2)
Ask, in your own words: “What are some core beliefs or values that you hold as 

Unitarian Universalists? Name some ideas you might consider universal 
values—that is, ideas you might assume everyone would agree with—but which 
actually may be quite different from beliefs or values held by people of other 
faiths.” Examples might be: UUs are pro-recycling, UUs expect women and men 
to have equal status and opportunities, UUs celebrate a wide range of BGLTQ 
identities; UUs believe in the Big Bang theory and evolution. 

Now invite the group to consider how one or two beliefs or values on the list could 
cause conflict in an interfaith setting, and engage them to discuss how they 
would handle such a conflict.

For example, you might say: “Many Unitarian Universalists feel really strongly about 
recycling. What if, during the service project, you saw our interfaith partners 
throwing their bottles and cans into the regular trash, or littering? You may have 
an initial gut reaction of "What in the world are you doing?”

How do you deal with your feelings? How can you keep your focus on the shared 
values and the project at hand?



Chorus of Faiths Activity: 
Unpacking Our Baggage (2/2)
Ask each participant to find a discussion partner. Instruct them to each take a turn 

choosing a belief, value, or issue they feel strongly about as a Unitarian 
Universalist that might be a source of conflict in an interfaith service project. 
Role play responses. 

Re-gather the group and ask volunteers to share techniques discussed. Be ready to 
raise, if none do: using humor, seeking to understand the other person's point of 
view, walking away if you find yourself angry.

To conclude, say, in your own words: “To do interfaith service work, we must be 
ready to find the values we share with our interfaith partners and to agree to 
disagree on other aspects of faith. That is how we will be able to work together 
on the project at hand. If you feel at a loss, come back to what brought you 
together in the first place: a shared value in the rightness of serving our 
communities by helping when help is needed.”



Text on Shared Value of Service (1/4) 
Developed by the Interfaith Youth Core. Used by permission

Baha'i Tradition on Service (from Abdu'l-Baha, Selections 
from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha)

“One amongst His Teachings is this, that love and good faith must so dominate 
the human heart that men will regard the stranger as a familiar friend, the 
malefactor as one of their own, the alien even as a loved one, the enemy as a 
companion dear and close.”

Buddhist Tradition of Service (from Itivuttaka 18)

“If beings knew, as I know, the fruit of sharing gifts, they would not enjoy their 
use without sharing them, nor would the taint of stinginess obsess the heart and 
stay there. Even if it were their last bit, their last morsel of food, they would not 
enjoy its use without sharing it, if there were anyone to receive it.”

Jain Tradition of Service (from Tattvarthasutra 5.21)

“Rendering help to another is the function of all human beings.”



Text on Shared Value of Service (2/4) 

Developed by the Interfaith Youth Core. Used by permission

Christian Tradition of Service (Matthew 25:35)

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and 
you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 
you visited me." Then the righteous will answer him, "Lord, when was it that we 
saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 
And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and 
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 
you?" And the king will answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 
the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.”

Hindu Tradition of Service (from Bhagavad Gita 3.10)

“At the beginning, mankind and the obligation of selfless service were created 
together. "Through selfless service, you will always be fruitful and find the 
fulfillment of your desires:" this is the promise of the Creator....”



Text on Shared Value of Service (3/4) 

Developed by the Interfaith Youth Core. Used by permission

Jewish Tradition of Service (Deuteronomy 10:17)

“For the LORD your G-d is G-d supreme and Lord supreme, the great, the 
mighty, and the awesome G-d, who shows no favor and takes no bribe, but 
upholds the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and befriends the stranger, 
providing him with food and clothing. You too must befriend the stranger, for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt.”

Secular Humanism Tradition of Service (from the writings of 
Pablo Neruda)

“To feel the intimacy of brothers is a marvelous thing in life. To feel the love of 
people whom we love is a fire that feeds our life. But to feel the affection that 
comes from those whom we do not know, from those unknown to us, who are 
watching over our sleep and solitude, over our dangers and our weaknesses— 
that is something still greater and more beautiful because it widens out the 
boundaries of our being and unites all living things.”



Text on Shared Value of Service (3/4) 

Developed by the Interfaith Youth Core. Used by permission

Muslim Tradition of Service (Surah 93:1-11)

“I call to witness the early hours of morning, and the night when dark and still, 
your Lord has neither left you, nor despises you. What is to come is better for 
you than what has gone before; for your Lord will certainly give you, and you will 
be content. Did He not find you an orphan and take care of you? Did He not find 
you perplexed, and show you the way? Did He not find you poor and enrich 
you? So do not oppress the orphan, and do not drive the beggar away, and 
keep recounting the favors of your Lord.”

Sikh Tradition of Service (from Guru Granth Sahib)

“The individual who performs selfless service without thought of reward shall 
attain God's salvation.”



Bridge Ministries Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Lunch 2010



Q & A

Questions for Nic, Jessica or Gail!

Introduce yourself before asking question
If desired, direct your question to one individual



Next Steps

Campus UUs leading the way!

Order book with 10% discount only for Campus UUs!
Good from today until November 21
Code: crcampus (all lowercase, standing for common read 
campus)
Enter as discount code if ordering online, if ordering on 
phone tell the individual you’re speaking with re: the code

Developing interfaith guides for campus ministry, and 
would love for your work to be a part of this! Email me at 
ya-cm@uua.org

What are your ideas for next steps?

Thank you for joining us!

mailto:ya-cm@uua.org


Closing

Reading from Nic
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