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Jill M.Schwendeman

“ When Youth Leadranges from prophetic vision to the ni t ty
gri t ty. Schwendeman’s ideas for social  act ion could launch any
youth group into an adventure of learning about a spir i tual
pract ice centered in ‘deeds not creeds.’ Her approach is pas-
toral and this gem of a handbook wi l l  indeed unleash great
power.”

MEG RILEY , UUA Director of Advocacy and Witness

“ When Youth Leadis an invaluable resource for youth groups,
ministers and advisors. Social  act ion projects are a wonderful
way to include youth in congregational l i fe. Schwendeman
off ers a 
pract ical guide for social  act ion projects and considers the
varying ski l ls and developmental levels of youth at every step.
This is a great start ing point for any youth group and congre-
gat ion. From group dynamics to wonderful  project ideas,
Schwendeman has thought ofi t  al l !

ELIZABETH OVERTON , Former Program Associate, UU
United Nations Off ice, and Delegate, World Youth Congress
2005

“Tir ed of cookie-cutter, fun-in-a-box approaches to youth 
ministry? When Youth Leadturns those approaches upside
down, showing what happens when young people are engaged
as vi tal  and vibrant partners in ministry with their  congrega-
t ion. Both visionary and pract ical,this book wi l l  inspire both
veterans and newcomers in ministry to support, guide and
chal lenge young people whi le also empowering them to l ive
their fai th and change the world.”

EUGENE C. ROEHLKEPARTAIN , Co-director, Center for
Spir i tual Development in Chi ldhood and Adolescence, Search
Inst i tute, Minneapol is, Minnesota

Ji l l  M. Schwendeman is director of youth programs at White
Bear Unitar ian Universal ist  Church in Mahtomedi,Minnesota.
She has served as executive director for two non-prof i t  coal i-
t ions, and has designed award-winning social  act ion programs
for youth and adults. Schwendeman holds a master ofdivini ty
degree from the Universi ty of Chicago Divini ty School. She
l ives in St i l lwater, Minnesota,with her husband,Tiger Heise,
and their three sons.
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