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How Christianity Traded Love of This World SAVING

for Crucifixion and Empire

Saving Paradise offers a fascinating new lens on the history of Christianity, PARAD ISE

from its first centuries to the present day, and asks how its early vision of How Christianity Traded Love of This World
Sfor Crucifixion and Empire

beauty in this world and this life evolved into one of torture.

“Where does new hope come from? Often from remembering what has
been lost. As a work of Christian historical theology, this is one of the
most important books of the current generation . . . The prose here is
sparkling. The research is thorough and well-documented. The thesis is
challenging . . . [Brock and Parker] give us hope . . . for a once domi-
nant form of Christian thought and practice that we desperately need
to recover today.” —REVEREND JOHN A. BUEHRENS,
minister of the First Parish Church in Needham, MA, RIE%ENAIzAiHIM%ABiOIECK
and author of Understanding the Bible and A Chosen Faith e e
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$34.95 cl / 576 pages

“Every Christian theologian and preacher should read this book and be
profoundly challenged.” —PROFESSOR JAMES H. CONE,
author of Malcolm & Martin & America

“Saving Paradise challenges us to recover an ancient world view that is life transforming and earth affirming.
It reminds us of a biblical perspective that does not reserve paradise for the dead but invites the living to find
grace, justice, peace and compassion—here and now—amid the jangling discord of violence and war. It may
mark the beginning of a paradigm shift in contemporary Christian understanding and interfaith dialogue.”
—REVEREND JAMES A. FORBES, JR., president and founder of the
Healing of the Nations Foundation, senior minister emeritus
of the Riverside Church of New York City

“Only rarely is a single book an event. This book is such a rarity.” —DANIEL C. MAGUIRE, author of
A Moral Creed for All Christians

For more information, a gallery, and events, visit www.savingparadise.net.

RITA NAKASHIMA BROCK and REBECCA ANN PARKER are coauthors of
Proverbs of Ashes: Violence, Redemptive Suffering, and the Search for What Saves
Us (Beacon / 6797-0 / $18.00 pb). Parker is president and professor of theology at
Starr King School for the Ministry. Brock is director of Faith Voices for the
Common Good and a minister in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). The
authors live in Oakland, California.
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